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Light in Darkness 
By Thomas Curtis Clark 
[| OSING my way, | groped, with fears beset . 
Dim grew the day; on came the blinding night; 


Hopeless, I knelt and closed my eyes to pray— 
Lo, all about me streamed the Light! 








“The Abandoned One” 


To be abandoned by God is the nearest ming to 
ter 


hell on earth, and the worst part of hell herea 

“It is a fearful thing to fall out of the hands of the 
living God.” That is a sentence from an address 
of. Vice-President Thomas R. Marshall, presiding 
over a religious meeting in Washington City. The 
Vice-President contrasted it with the statement made 
by the writer of Hebrews: “It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God.” It is a terri- 
ble thing to fall into the hands of God for judgment, 
as did the Egyptians who were not safe behind blood- 
sprinkled door-posts, but what Mr. Marshall meant 
was probably that “the axe is laid at the root of the 
tree” that is dead and will not bear fruit. Are not 
the careers of Esau, and of Saul, the son of Kish, 
and of Judas, and of Demas, illustrations of what 
was meant? The book of Nahum is a warning of 
the judgments of God coming upon the wicked city 
of Nineveh. It had once repented, but afterwards 
turned to evil again, and God had therefore aban- 
doned it, its people and its king. Rotherham trans- 
lates the eleventh verse of the first chapter as fol- 
lows: “Out of thee hath one come forth—plotting 
against Jehovah wickedness,—a counsellor of the 


Abandoned One.” The Companion Bible thinks that 
this counsellor was Rabshakeh who blasphemously 
defied the living God in the days of Hezekiah. And 
the Abandoned One is believed by the same authority 
to be Sennacherib, the fate of whose army is so 
graphically described by Lord Byron, and who met 
death while kar mtn false gods in a heathen tem- 
ple. Our Lord himself suffered abandonment for a 
terrible moment on the cross at the time he was 
“made sin for us,” and it is little wonder that in the 
act of being thus momentarily abandoned in order 
that we might never be eternally abandoned by. God, 
he cried out, “My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” God abandons all who refuse to make 
themselves safe behind the blood-stained cross of his 


Son. 
x<— 
The Pity of It 


The attitude of the destructive critics of the 
Bible should arouse pity rather than provocation. 
The man who attempts to dig down the Alps with 
pick and shovel would surely excite one’s compassion. 
There crops out every now and then a confession on 
the part of the critics that they are by no means sure 
of their position.. Dr. George Adam Smith is quoted 
as having expressed keen pleasure when he first 
learned that the publication of the Polychrome Bible, 
to which he was just contributing a book, was to be 
discontinued, because the critics can never be “quite 
sure” of their position. Dr. Nathaniel West, in his 
“SYaniel’s Great Prophecy,” commenting on the futil- 
ity of the attacks on the book, says: “Kuenen, the 
master-mind of all the critics, when approaching 


_ death, ordered the suppression of every unsold copy 


of his gteatest work, and the reimbursement of his 
publishers from his estate. At the close of a long 
life of critical labor, De Wette, a leading spirit in his 
day; could say in sadness, 
‘I lived in times of doubt and strife, 
When childlike faith was forced to yield, 
I struggled to the end of life, 
Alas, I could not gain the field!’ ” 


How different from the intense positiveness of the 
Christian who, believing what God says about his 
own Book, goes on from faith to faith, from confi- 


v 


dence to confidence, and from joy to joy, because he 
has “a more sure word of prophecy.” 
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Is There Any Thought Without Words? 


Not merely the thoughts but the words of God 
are inspired. Have we ever grasped fully the breadth 
and depth of Paul’s statement in the first letter to the 
Corinthian church, where in the thirteenth verse of 
the second chapter he says: “Which things also we 
speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Spirit teacheth.” Paul makes here the 
unequivocal statement that the very “words” are 
Spirit-taught. Dr. Griffith Thomas in a comment 
says that “thoughts are wedded to words as neces- 
sarily as soul’is to body,” and, ons the question, 
“Do we ever think without words?” he answered it 
in the negative, and asked the further ay cn “How 
can we be sure of God’s thoughts save by his words?” 
This does not mean that the process is purely me- 
chanical and that verbal inspiration is verbal dicta- 
tion, for Isaiah, John, and Paul are all different, and 
their distinctive personalities tincture their respective 
writings. But it does imply that “inspiration is.a 
perfect combination of the divine and human.” Since 
the Bible is the Christian’s great court of appeal, and 
the appeal depends on words, Paul’s posjtive, clear- 
cut statement is of tremendous importance. 


x 
What Made the Difference? 


Sin makes a terrible difference. The first four 
words of the Book of Genesis are “In the beginning 
God.” The last four words of the same book are “a 
coffin in Egypt.” In between came sin in a serpent’s 
coil, the sin of our first parents, an appalling heri- 
tage to all mankind. So terrible was it that the only 
remedy was the substitutionary sacrifice of God's 
Son. If men could only realize that there is, perhaps, 
in some sense, a corresponding difference between a 
human life lived in the glorious liberty of the sons 
of God and one in which sin as a tyrant sways its 
black scepter over every act and thought, they would 
seek deliverance from sin’s guilt and power. 
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What Does Evolution Mean To-day ? 


T IS sometimes said that Christianity has suffered 
| ach from not accepting the modern scientific 

doctrine of Evolution. Do those who speak in 
this way really know what Evolution means? Could 
they define it? Could they tell in what way it has 
been modified since the time of Darwin? There is 
not a little ignorance on the subject, and it is worth 
while to consider what is to be understood by the 
term. 

A statement recently reported as made by an 
American clergyman represents the views of many 
on Evolution: “There is no escape for intelligent 
neople to-day from the acceptance of the law of 
Evolution. This law may be stated briefly to be that 
life on this planet, including man, has developed 
from the lower to higher types. Thus, man has 
gradually developed from.some lower form of ani- 
mal life. And man in his highest estate has through 
infinite years developed from man in his savage 
State.” It is clear from such an utterance that this 
minister has accepted the idea of Evolution without 
giving it that careful attention which is necessary in 
the case of so vital and important a question. It is 
an illustration of how easy it is to accept a position 
which happens to be current, without subjecting it 
to proper examination. 

Evolution may mean little or a great deal. The 
ordinary reader need have no difficulty in under- 
standing that it is usual to divide the subject into 
sub-organic, organic, and super-organic. The first 
refers to the development of matter without life, and 
is applied to the formation of the solar system from 
some cruder conditions of matter. Organic Evolu- 
tion is intended to describe a process of derivation 


or development of vegetable and animal life. Super- 
organic Evolution refers to the same principle in 
metaphysical and non-material spheres. 

But let us think simply of Organic Evolution; 
even here, there is scarcely anything that needs more 
careful definition because of the wide divergence of 
opinion as to the use of the term. It is sometimes 
applied to the ordinary growth of a vegetable from 
a seed, of a chicken from an egg. It is also. used to 
denote a gradual development—made without any out- 
side interference, but by means of residential forces, 
—of some primordial germ into all the varied forms 
of life now existent. Further, it is sometimes 
thought of as causal, that is, as the cause of all life; 
and sometimes as modal, that is, as the method by 
which a personal Creator has brought about the 
varied forms of life. The latter is, of course, the 
only possible way of using the term in a Theistic and 
Christian sense. 

But now comes the question as to Evolution’s real 
meaning as a method of the Creator’s work. Accofd- 
ing to Huxley, life originated in a low form of mat- 
ter, which passed into higher forms by a constant 
succession of transmutation of species, until at length 
mankind was reached. On this hypothesis it is nec- 
essary to ask whether all life sprang from one cell, 
or from two, one for vegetable and one for animal? 
And if two, why not more? This question has to be 
settled by evidence. The earliest vegetable form 


known is that of the alge or seaweeds, and yet dur- 
ing vast ages that species has remained essentially un- 
changed and abounds to-day in the same form. In 
commenting on this fact, Albert L. Gridley, in the 
admirable chapter on modal Evolution in his book on 
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“Genesis the Foundation for Science and Religion,” 
keenly asks: “If some alge parents begat alge off- 
springs, so to speak, and have continued to do so 
ihroughout the ages, is it probable that other alge 
parents begat offspring of some other species and 
these begat other species still, and so the thousands 
of species of fossil and living plants have been pro- 
duced ?” 

But the curious thing is that, in spite of all the 
scientific research and discussion, there is no proof 
whatever of anything like a change or transmutation 
of species. Species to-day are practically what they 
have been for ages; there is no trace of one ever 
crossing over to another. Dr. Etheridge, the Super- 
intendent of the Department of Natural History in 
the British Museum, has declared: “In all this great 
Museum there is not a particle of evidence of 
transmutation of species. ine-tenths of the talk 
of evolutionists is sheer nonsense, not founded on 
observation and wholly unsupported by fact. They 
adopt a theory and then strain their facts to sup- 
port it.” 

To the same effect are words of De Cyon, the 
Russian scientist, who says: “Evolution is pure as- 
sumption.” 

It is to be noted, also, that while regular, order] 
progress is necessary to any theory of Evolution, it 
is no evidence of even modal Evolution, nor a de- 
velopment from within of any kind. This is quite as 
true in a natural history museum as it is in an auto- 
mobile show. Skeletons of creatures from the low- 
est monkey to the highest type of man himself may 
be arranged in exact order. So may automobiles, 
from the first rude and crude and grotesque models 
of twenty years age to the most artisfic landaulet of 
to-day. But there is no modal evolution here: no 
germ in one automobile has produced the next better 
by forces within, through natural selection, in any 
sense whatever. There has been nothing more than 
a suggestion of some change that might be made for 
the better, and this suggestion was in a mind without, 
and the change came wholly from that mind without, 
and through a new creative act. 

The orderly progress in the natural history 
museum proves no more than this; each step in the 
progress there also may have come about only 
through a suggestion in a mind without, and been 
produced by a creative act from without. 

It is well known that the theory of Evolution as 
put forth by Darwin has become seriously, even pro- 
foundly, modified by more recent research. One of 
the ablést evolutionists to-day is Professor Henslow, 
formerly President of the British Association; and 
in his remarkable book, “Modern Rationalism Criti- 
cally Examined,” he shows that Darwinian Natural 
Selection is absolutely inadequate to account for ex- 
isting facts, and that the additional principle of Di- 
rectivity must be adduced. Those who wish to see 
how remarkable has been the change in the views of 
scientific men on Evolution should read “Naturalism 
and Religion,” by Otto, which is available in an 
English translation; or else the treatment of the 
subject in “God’s Image in Man,” by Dr. James Orr. 

Those who are inclined without due knowledge of 
the facts of the case to accept what they call the 
modern doctrine of Evolution may be asked to an- 
swer these questions: 


(1) How is it that life has never yet been pro- 
duced from that which is non-living? Professor 
Tyndall, twenty-five years ago, said that in dead 
matter there is the promise and potency of life, and 
people actually believed it. But there was not an 
atom of truth in it, for in dead matter there is the 
promise and potency of decomposition, putrefaction, 
and disintegration. And now science, as represented 


by the President of the British Association, is fore-. 


most in acknowledging that there never has been any 
spontaneous generation. 

(2) How is it that embryonic, immature life has 
no power to reproduce itself? Eggs never hatch 
eggs; apples never bear apples. Immature life is 
absolutely unreproductive, and there is no reproduc- 
tion without maturity. 

(3) How is it that embryonic life is also unim- 
provable? You cannot improve the embryo by work- 
ing on it. We can only improve the quality of eggs 
by making a better quality of hen. To try to im- 
prove any kind of embryonic life is to endanger its 
existence. 

(4) How is it that embryonic, immature life is 
also incapable of preservation? Almost anything 
will crush it out of existence. A scientist not long 
ago admitted that if embryonic life had come into 
the earth’s chaotic state, it certainly would have been 
destroyed. 


All this and much more that could be cited sug- 
gests the importance and necessity of clearness in re- 
gard to Evolution. Those who are enamoured of 
everything modern and want to be “up-to-date” 
should reaily give full attention to the facts in the 
case, and think out their position without too hastily 
adopting the last view of modern thought. 

And it is well for those who think the Church has 
been unduly suspicious of the theory of Evolution and 
very slow in using it, to be reminded that there is 
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ample ground for the suspicion. Evolution was pro- 
claimed to the world, not merely as a scientific 
theory, but as an ally of a philosophy which, by its 
materialism, boasted that it would be capable of 
Gres Christianity out of existence. Sur the 
Church could hardly be expected to welcome a theory 
which was put forth under these auspices; and it is 
not surprising that the memory of this early time 
abides. 

People in the present day hardly realize the exulta- 
tion with which the doctrine of Evolution was hailed 
as the explanation of the universe, and as a supreme 
proof of human knowledge and inquiry. It seemed 
to settle everything, for it was thought by many to 
be the solution of all the problems of life. But it 
was not long before men of science, as well as men 
in the Church, found that Evolution did not yield 
the desired and expected results, and when a scien- 
tist, like Huxley, endeavored to explain the universe 
in the light of this principle he was compelled to 
settle down into Agnosticism, saying, however, not 
only that he did not know, but illogically maintain- 
ing that it was impossible to know. And now fifty 
years afterwards, while Agnosticism is no longer 
the fashionable attitude of earlier days, the expla- 
nation of Evolution is as far off as ever, because 
science realizes that the universe is infinitely more 
complex than it had formerly considered it to be. 

But opposition to Evolution was by no means con- 
fined to the Church and based on religious grounds; 
men of high position in the scientific world were 
equally opposed to it on scientific grounds. No one 
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can deny either the opposition or the knowledge of 
Virchow, the great pathologist, who spoke in the 
strongest terms against the view of man natng 
evolved from the ape. Sir William Daw ° 
Montreal, the eminent geologist, said that the Evo- 
lution doctrine is one of the strangest phenomena of 
humanity, a system destitute of any shadow of proof. 
(“Story of the Earth and Man,” p. 317.) 

Even Professor Tyndall in an article in the “Fort- 
nightly Review” said: “There ought to be a clear 
distinction made between science in the state of 
hypothesis and science in the state of fact. And in- 
asmuch as it is still in its hypothetical stage the ban 
of exclusion ought to fall upon the theory of Evolu- 


tion. I agree with Virchow that the proofs of it 
are still wanting, that the failures have been lament- 


able, that the doctrine is utterly discredited.” 

There are, it is true, men like Professor Drum- 
mond, Dr. McCosh, and many more, who see no rea- 
son why, if the doctrine of Evolution is proved, it 
should not be regarded as thoroughly in harmony 
with Theism and Christianity. But even from this 
viewpoint of harmony with revelation, Evolution 
should not be regarded at present as an assured re- 
sult, but only as a working hypothesis of science. 
Those who are apt, on insufficient grounds, to rush 
to the conclusion that everything modern is right, 
and that most ancient things, especially in the Bible, 
are wrong, should give themselves a little more study, 
both of the modern and the ancient facts of the case. 

(To be concluded next week, when a list of books 

on the subject will also be given) 





Is It a Duty to Be Happy? 


I wonder how many of your readers have learned to 


pray for happiness. I believe that our Heavenly Father 
wants us to be happy; and more than once I have re- 
ceived gracious answers to that prayer that I might 
be happy, although the surrounding circumstances 
were such that I would ordinarily have been quite un- 
happy. 

Do urge upon your readers that it is our duty to be 
happy, and that Jesus will grant us this even when his 
wisdom will not allow a change of surroundings. 


“How are you getting along?” asked one Chris- 
tian of another. 

“As well as I can, under the circumstances,” was 
the reply. 

“Under the circumstances?” exclaimed the first. 
“You ought not to be under the circumstances. It is 


.a Christian’s place to be always on top of the cir- 


cumstances, above them, never under them.” 

And he was right. When we accepted Christ as 
Saviour, we “were raised together with Christ”; and 
now we are to recognize that our position is “where 
Christ is, seated on the right hand of God.” For we, 
the old self that can be made unhappy by circum- 
stances, “died,” and our “life is hid with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:1-3). And “the God and Father, of 
our Lord Jesus Christ... hath blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ” 
(Eph. 1:3). Heavenly places are far above circum- 
stances. 

When we recognize that Christ is actually our life, 
our very being; that he himself is literally, personally 
dwelling within us, and that we are dwelling within 
him, not as a figure of speech, but as a blessed, literal, 
glorious fact,—when we recognize this, accepting it 
by simple faith in God’s Word, Christ can bring to 
pass the miracle in our lives of enabling us to “re- 
joice always.” Let us notice that we are not told 
to “rejoice in circumstances always”; but to “rejoice 
in the Lord always” (Phil. 4: 4). 

So we see that we can do even better than “pray for 
happiness”: we can praise for happiness. Christ és 
our life. Because he is our life, the joy of the Lord 
is our joy. We do not have to ask God to make 
Christ our life, after we have received Christ as our 
Saviour. It is a fact that he is our life. We do not 
have to ask God to make the joy of the Lord ours: 
it is a fact that it is ours. We are simply to ‘¥ecog- 
nize the facts, and praise God for them. That is bet- 
ter than asking God to make true what he declares 
is true. As we thank him for what he has brought 
to pass, he will take care of the miracle of producing 
joy in us. Joy is part of “the fruit of the Spirit” 
(Gal. 5:22). We do not need to ask the Holy Spirit 
to produce his fruit in us: it is his responsibility to 
do so, and we are simply to praise him that he is 
true to his responsibility. Without any feeling or 
evidence of any sort, but im blind, cold faith we are 
to thank God for these facts; and we shall find that 
he abundantly takes care of our happiness. 

_The word “joy” is a better word to use than “hap- 
piness.” It has been suggested that mere “happiness” 


may depend, in a sense, upon what “happens” to us; 
while joy is always independent of what happens to 
us. 


Without any external circumstances to produce 





happiness, we may supernaturally rejoice all the time. 
We cannot rejoice by our will power; but we can be- 
lieve the Word of God by our will power; and then 
indeed we shall find that Christ is our unchanging 
joy,—“the same yesterday; to-day, and for ever” 


(Heb. 13: 8). 
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Could This Earth Contain All Believers ? 


In a recent number of the Times, you speak of the 
reunion of all believers in the air, after which they re- 
turn to this earth to reign and rule. Does that mean 
all the dead in Christ since the world began, or just 
a representative crowd? If it were all the believers, 
would not there be more than the éarth could accom- 
modate unless they were in spirit form?—An Ohio In- 
quirer. 


It is a very small part of the earth’s surface that is 
occupied by the more than one and a half billion of 
human beings that are alive to-day. How many the 
earth could readily accommodate under its super- 
naturally changed millennial conditions only God 
knows; and his Word does not reveal this. 

Interpretations differ as to whether all ‘believers, of 
all past ages, are included in the coming with Christ 
at his return at the end of this age. But certain facts 
are plainly declared in God’s inviolable Word: “This 
Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner_as ye beheld him going 
into heaven” (Acts 1:11). And when “the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God,” then “the dead in Christ shall rise first; then 
we that are alive, that are left, shall together with 
them be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord” 
(1 Thess. 4:16, 17). It is to this returning Christ 
that the “new song” is sung: “Worthy art thou to 
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for 
thou wast slain, and didst purchase unto God with 
thy blood men of every tribe, and tongue, and people, 
and nation, and madest them to be unto our God a 
kingdom and priests; and they reigned upon the 
earth” (Rev. 5:9, 10). Moreover, we know that 
when, at Christ’s coming, the dead bodies of those 
who have believed on him are raised, they then live 
not as mere spirits or ghosts, but in actual bodily 
form: in their marvelous, glorious, spiritual, incor- 
ruptible, resurrection bodies, of which Christ’s own 
resurrection body is the firstfruits (1 Cor. 15:23). 
That this resurrection body of his, and of ours to 
come, is more than mere spirit, was made plain by 
himself when after his resurrection he said to his terri- 
fied and affrighted disciples, who “supposed that they 
beheld a spirit,” “See my hands and my feet, that it 
is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath 
not flesh and bones, as ye behold me having” (Luke 
24: 37-39). All these things are plainly declared 
facts for which we have the trustworthy Word of 
God. They involve questions that we cannot under- 
stand or work out to our own satisfaction. But 
while we yet only “see in a mirror darkly,” and only 
“know in part” (1 Cor. 13:12), we can safely trust 
our questions to Him who knows and does all things 
well. 
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Daniel Again in the Den of Lions 
| By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





the person of Daniel was flung into the den, but 
the critical lions who have gotten hold of 
Daniel’s book in these modern days have not been 
restrained in that way!4_ The paramount question 1s 
Will their mouths be “shut,” as were the mouths o 


Te mouths of the lions of old were shut when 


the lions in the Daniel story, or will they rend the 


book to pieces and leave nothing for Daniel or of 
Daniel? Did you ever stand around the parapet of 
the bear-pit in the Zodlogical Garden and watch the 
antics of the bears? It is very diverting and per- 
fectly safe. It matters nothing whatever, except the 
amusement of the minute, whether the black bear 
chases the brown bear out of his comfortable perch 
in a tree or not, whether the bears get the nuts and 
sweets thrown them or not. Some would have us 
believe that it is the same with this spectacle at the 
lions’ den. It is in fact very different. The rendin 
to pieces of Daniel’s book is a vital matter. Rea 
predictive prophecy, that is to say, the most unim- 
peachable form of objective revelation, remains un- 
assailable, if Daniel’s book escape the lions. If they 
destroy it, then faith has no longer a safe perch from 
which to watch. J 

There are two very distinct, clear-cut views con- 
cerning Daniel and his book—the Historical and 
Prophetic, and the Historical and Non-prophetic. 
The Historical and Prophetic view is that Daniel was 
a real personage, who lived and prophesied during the 
Exile in Babylon and on to “the first year of king 
Cyrus,” and that the Book of Daniel was written 
either by Daniel himself or by some one in his time. 
The Historical and Non-prophetic view of Daniel 
and his book is that Daniel may or may not have been 
a real personage and that the book bearing his name 
is the work of some unknown author or authors in 
Maccabean times, long after the events amid which 
its scenes are cast, and after certain great world 
events which it sets forth in visions had become history. 


How the Battle Rages Between Two Views 


The conflict between, these two views has been go- 
ing on for a long time. . There has been a terrific din 

‘he den, but some cries have been very distinct and 
Irum time to time have been noted down. Among 
the objections most loudly proclaimed against the 
Historical and Prophetic view of Daniel and his book 
are the following: 


1. The Book of Daniel gives the most prominent 
place in the story of the taking of Babylon by the 
Persians to Belshazzar, the king of Babylon, while 
ancient profane historians make no mention whatever 
concerning him, Strange, indeed, if true. 

2. Daniel makes Nebuchadnezzar to be father of 
Belshazzar, putting such a statement in the mouth of 
the queen mother herself, who surely ought to know, 
but Babylonian history and antiquities makes it cer- 
tain that Nebuchadnezzar was not Belshazzar’s father, 
and some have concluded that he did not even ‘be- 
long to the same family.” That would, indeed, be a 
bad break for a good book to make. 

3. Daniel gives quite an extended account of the 
taking of Babylon, mentioning a good many details, 
especially of the situation on the night of the final 
and fatal battle. To all this it is objected that Baby- 
lon was not taken in any such way; that. Herodotus 
tells how it was taken by strategy, in the turning 
aside of the waters of the river and entering by the 
river channel, and that, indeed, Cyrus himself says 
that the city was “taken without fighting.” One is 
tempted to smile at the resemblance between these 
conflicting accounts and the conflict between the war 
bulletins issued at London and those at Berlin. 

4. Next after Belshazzar, according to the Daniel 
story, came “Darius the Mede.” But, alas, we are 
assured that no such person as Darius the Mede has 
left the slightest trace of himself, that in fact “he was 
not” in Babylonian history at this time, because he 
never was at all, Yet it is very unusual for casual 
references to be made to fictitious persons; there is 
usually elaborate attempt at identification. 

5. Last of all, a great din has been made about 
Nebuchadnezzar’s big band, perhaps a greater din 
than the band made. Daniel gives such an extended 
account of the instruments used that one might think 
he was a musician himself. A number of these in- 
struments have Greek names, These it is said betray 
a writer of Greek times after Alexander the Great 
conquered the East, for before that time Greeks were 
not there. What a lot of trouble Nebuchadnezzar 
made by not patronizing home talent! 


“Daniel in the Critics’ Den,” by Sir Robert Anderson 
(Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Peternoster Row, E. C., London, 


38 6d), is a reply to some of the latest critical attacks upon 
this book. 


Sir Isaac Newton went so far as to say that “to 
reject Daniel’s prophecies is to reject the Chris- 
tian religion; for this religion is founded on his 
prophecy concerning Christ.” Does not Professor 
Kyle’s illuminating discussion of the arguments 
urged against the authenticity of Daniel by the de- 
structive critics, and the answers thereto by faith’s 
scholarly champions, but confirm the conviction 
of a modern defender of the faith when he says, 
“ The book still remains an anvil upon which all 
hammers are shattered ” ? 








These are by no means all the objections which 
criticism has urged against the Historical and Pro- 
phetic view of Daniel and his book, but these are the 
principal objections with which archeology has to 
do, and afe, in fact, those which claim to rest upon 
facts as distinguished from those objections which 
rest upon mere theories concerning historicak and lit- 
erary questions. These, objections here enumerateed 
are really very formidable. Standing-alone they seem 
almost conclusive. It would be a poor cause, indeed, 
that did not look fairly well standing alone. Let us 
see how this cause looks in the presence of the facts 
that can be adduced on the other side of the. ques- 
tion. These objections may be considered in regular 
order: 

1. The time has passed when the fact that profane 
historjans did not mention Belshazzar can be claimed 
as an argument. It ought to have gone by as long 
ago. as 1854, when Rawlinson found the name, “Bel- 
shazzar,” on the tablet containing memorials of 
Nabonidus, who, according to profane history, was 
king at the time of the taking of Babylon. But this 
one instance was too easily disputed or discredited 
in some way to silence all objections at once, so that 
uncertainty concerning Belshazzar continued to be 
urged urtil recently. Now references to this person 
by name and hints as to the position he occupied have 
been so multiplied that his existence and his place 
as assigned in Daniel are absolutely confirmed. 

In one inscription of Nabonidus he prays, “And in 
the heart of Belshazzar, my eldest son, my offspring, 
implant the fear of thy great godhead! Let him not 
sin! may he be satisfied with the fulness of life.” 
In another inscription the same king tells that “the 
secretary of Belshazzar, the son of the king, leased 
a house for the term of three years for one and a 
half manehs of silver, and other considerations.” 
Still another inscription reads, “The sum of twenty 
manehs of silver for wool, the property of Belshaz- 
zar, the son of the king . . . through the agency of 
Nebo-zabit, the steward of Belshazzar, the son of 
the king.” 


When the Monuments Confirmed the Bible 


These réferences to Belshazzar by name and the 
distinct statement that he was son of the king 
Nabonidus were thus multiplied, but Belshazzar as 
king himself was not known. Now, however, Pro- 
fessor Clay announces a dream tablet which was in- 
terpreted by the dreamer as “the favor of Abonidus, 
king of Babylon, my lord, and the favor of Belshaz- 
zar, the son of the king, my lord.” Here the names 
of Nabonidus the king and Belshazzar his son are so 


intimately associated together in the welfare of the. 


kingdom as is consistent with a very close intimacy 
in the rule of the kingdom. In a few weeks after 
Professor Clay’s announcement there appeared in a 
publication of Dr. Pinches of the British Museum the 
like announcement, one of the romances of science, of 
the discovery of a tablet in the British Museum also 
associating together Nabonidus and Belshazzar in 
the Mibreme authority of the kingdom. These’ inci- 
dental evidences are even more conclusive than a di- 
rect statement that Nabonidus had a son who was 
associated with him in the rule of the kingdom, for 
such a tablet might contain a false statement made 
for a purpose, whereas in these undoubtedly genuine 
business and religious tablets Belshazzar as the son 
of the king and associated in the government is 
constantly assumed. . Such an assumption must have 
been correct. The claim that. ancient historians like 
Berosus and Ptolemy and Herodotus make no men- 
tion of Belshazzar is no longer of any avail. The 
statements of the Bible on this subject are proved to 
be entirely consistent with the known facts even to 
the incidental fact that as a reward Daniel. was made 
“third ruler in the kingdom,” since there were already 
two. 

2. The objection that Nebuchadnezzar was not the 


——— 


father of Belshazzar has seemed to me rather dis- 
ingenuous. The most superficial acquaintance with 
the Bible can hardly fail to recognize that the word 
“father” is used in a much less‘ definite and specific 
sense than among us. Abraham was “our -father” 
to the Jews of Christ’s day nearly two millenniums 
after Abraham’s time. Elisha exclaimed, “My 
father, my father,” as Elijah was rapt away from 
him, though the elder prophet was only a spiritual 


_ “father” to him, and not, far as we know, any blood 


relation at all. Jehu, also, is mentioned on the Black 
Obelisk as the “son” of Omri, though Omri was his 
“father” only in the sense of preceding him on the 
throne. So that, if it could be shown beyond all 
question that Nebuchadnezzar. was not the father of 
Belshazzar and “not even of the same family,” it 
would still be true that in the Biblical sense he was 
his father on the throne. : 

But it is by no means certain that Nebuchadnezzar 
was not the father of Belshazzar in the sense that 
he was an ancestor. The immediate father of Bel- 
shazzar was undoubtedly Nabonidus. He was not a 
son and probably not a descendant of Nebuchadnez- 
zar. But this makes no ‘difficulty whatever concern- 
ing the Biblical statement about Belshazzar’s father. 
Is it really necessary that I should say why? I once 
made this same statement, namely, that there was no 
difficulty in the way of the Biblical statement, to a 
class of students. They looked at me blankly. I 
laughed at them and said they would laugh at them- 
selves for a week if I really had to explain. Is it 
possible that any reader of the Times has forgotten 
that a son always is descended from two parents, a 
father and a mother, and that in families there are 
apt to be daughters as well as sons? 


Archeology’s Sherlock Holmes Work 


Belshazzar’s father was not a son of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, but Belshazzar’s mother may have been his 
daughter. May have been, and probably was. It 
cannot yet be proved that Nabonidus married a 
daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, but indications point 
that way. Nabonidus was not himself the legitimate 
heir to the throne, yet the people received him peac- 
ably for seventeen years. This is exactly in accord 
with the speech of the queen mother: “Now the 
queen by reason of the words of the king and his 
lords came into the banquet house: and the queen 
spake and said, O king, live forever: ... There is a 
man in thy kingdom, ... whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made 
master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and 
soothsayers.” 

3. That Babylon was not taken in the way that 
Daniel narrates that event, has long been the strong- 
est objection to the historicity of Daniel’s book. In 
the dreadful strife in Europe at the present time 
very contradictory reports of a battle on a certain 
date often come from the Capitals of the various 
belligerents. Sometimes it turns out that all the re- 
ports were true, but at different times in the day and 
in different parts of the battle. 

The Biblical account of the taking of Babylon 
seems certainly to imply a night battle at the close 
and announces the death of the king Belshazzar. 
Herodotus says of Cyrus, “having diverted the 
river, by means of a canal, into the lake, which was 
before a swamp, he made the ancient channel ford- 
able by the sinking of the river. When this took 
place, the Persians . . . entered Babylon by this pas- 
sage” (I, 191). This seems to contradict the Biblical 
account, if we assume that both accounts refer to the 
same day and the same part of the battle. Cyrus’ 
Own account seems to cover both these accounts. 
He says, “Nabonidus fled. On the 16th (Tammuz), 


- Gobryas, the governor of the land of Gutium, and 


the soldiers of Cyrus entered Babylon without a 
battle. . . . On the third day of Marchesvan Cyrus 
entered Babylon and from the month ._. In Marches- 


-van, by night, on the 11th, Gobryas in... and the son 


of the king was killed.” (Professor Clay, “Light on 
the Old Testament from Babel,” pp. 374, 375.) 

There are some breaks in this account which mar 
the sense, but the chief events seem to stand out 
clearly and in such fashion as to harmonize the ac- 
count by Daniel and that by Herodotus. They are 
both correct at different times in the battle. The 
taking of the city in the main was “without a battle,” 
but the citadel held out, where were Belshazzar and 
his thousand lords. “In Marchesvan, by night, on 
the 11th,” the final assault on the citadel was made 
and Belshazzar the son of the king was slain. 

4. Then there was Darius the Mede, or rather it is 
said, “There was not Darius the Mede; nobody 
knows anything of such a king.” Considering the 
outcome of the controversy about Belshazzar, of 
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whom, till 1854 “nobody knew anything,” it would 
be wiser for the objectors not to be too confident. 
Before 1875 “nobody knew anything” about Troy. 
Then Schliemann found it. efore 1897 nobody 
knew anything about Mena, the first king of Egypt, 
as a real personage; then the discoveries of 
de Morgan and Petrie produced indubitable records 
of him and of others before him. Some day we ma 
know all about Darius the Mede. As yet not muc 
is certainly known, except whag is related in the 
Book of Daniel, but there are a number of things 
which should make any one cautious about saying 
that there never was such a king. Berosus gives a 
list of the kings from Nebuchadnezzar to Cyrus. 
Ptolemy gives another list of the same kings. The 
names of some kings do not at all agree in the two 
lists, but the number of kings is the same and the 
length of the reigns the same, Can any one doubt 
that here are different names for the same kings? 
May not the same thing happen with Daniel’s name 
for the king who succeeded 
Gobryas given on the monuments? They are both 
Median names. Zenophon gives Astyages, still an- 
other Median name for this ruler who succeeded to 
the throne of Babylon, It was also a Persian custom 
to appoint Satraps or subordinate kings under the 
“Great King.” It is most natural to expect that there 
would be a Satrap appointed over Babylon. Daniel 
does not calf him by this name, but then “Satrap” 
was a Persian word, and while writers sometimes 
employ foreign names, they do not always do so. 
Darius certainly was not an independent king, for 
he “received the kingdom,” an unusual expression 
which denotes the act of a subordinate, one receiving 
gifts and favors. 

Altogether, Darius the Mede, though not positively 
identified, is no longer a troublesome figure in his- 


elshazzar and the name, 
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pag except for those who do not wish to believe 
in him. 

5. Then as to those fellows in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
band playing instruments that had Greek names: 
The claim has been made that these names implied 
that Greeks were in Babylon 600 years before Christ, 
whereas they were not there, in fact, until the time 
of Alexander the Great and after, q. e. d., this ac- 
count must have been written long after Daniel’s 
time and during or after the Greek period in the 
East. This sounds well, but let us see. 

Take a map of the ancient world and note the 
overland route from the Greek islands to the East, 
to Asia and to Africa. It lies through Asia Minor to 
northern Syria. From this point the way is much 
more open down the Euphrates Valley than thro 
Canaan and across the desert to t, and the 
Egyptian journey is longer. Yet Greek ambassadors, 
not vagrants, but official ambassadors, were in t 
about 2400 B. C, (C. F. Miller, Egyptological Re- 
searches, 1906). Why then is it thought incredible 
that Greeks may have been in Babylon playing their 
music 1800 years later! 

And now, also, Greek archeologists are saying that 
the antiquities show that the Greeks learned music 
from the Persians. It is well known that musical 
instruments take their names with them, as the zither, 
the guitar, and the violin. So the sackbut, psaltery, 
and dulcimer may well have come from Persia into 
Greece bringing their names with them. How much 
more easily also into the immediately adjoining realm 
of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Daniel in the lions’ den of old found the lions’ 
mouths shut. Whether they roared or not we are not 
told. Daniel again in the lions’ den has heard a deal 
of roaring, but the lions’ mouths are being shut again. 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Going Beyond in the Rally Day Drive. 


How to hang plans for a winter's achievement.on that peg 


By Frank L. Brown 1° Genera! Secrets 





y of the World’s 
Association 





Has your Sunday-school ever made such careful and far-reaching plans for the winter’s , 


work as Mr. Brown here suggests? Comparatively few schools ever do. 


If your 


school has ever done anything of the sort, will you not write to the Editor of The 

Sunday SchoolTimes and tell him just how you went about it,—what your plans 

were; whether you set a goal for the school, and succeeded in reaching it; and what 
effect it had upon the school as a whole ? 


Rally Day, with lots of feathers, fuss, and noise. 

The balloon is filled, rises, and bursts. The 
cannon is charged, primed, and shot. The more noise 
the better. Spectacular dazzle is aimed at; height, 
not depth and strength; quantity, not quality. 

The whole push is for the day itself. A big crowd 
out, every one happy. Speeches, songs, souvenirs, 
and the superintendent swells with joy and pride and 
pushes further off the determination to resign which 
came to him with the let down of spring or early 
summer. 

If one-half of the energy expended on Rally Day 
had gone into weeks of careful planning,—not for a 
day, but for a winter of achievement of worth-while 
objectives,—Rally Day would not be the end but the 
beginning of a great story in many a school. 

I have had occasion to question a number of super- 
intendents, many of them really good men, as to their 
school objectives for the year launched about Rally 
Day. I have found but few who have gone beyond 
Rally Day in their drive, and even With the few the 
cbjectives have been chiefly confined to attendance 
or new scholar goals. ; 

With some good schools the association or denomi- 
national standard points are selected for attainment 


AB of Sunday-school Fourth of July is 


for the year, such as a graded school, missionary in- - 


struction, teacher-training, etc. 

Others have driven for such goals as being on 
time, home lesson work, verse memorization, Bible 
bringing, church attendance, offering, etc., with or 
without definite recognition through honor roll, stars, 
thermometers, clocks, and the like. 

Arthur H. Merritt, Superintendent of the Pilgrim 
Congregational Sunday-school, of Dorehester, Mass., 
an expert advertising man, has an unusually high 
record of attendance through these goal methods. He 
has used a large clock in a goal for 200 new mem- 
bers, the hands moving steadily forward until 12 
was struck and 217 new members registered. He 
has also used a big thermometer neatly printed on a 
window shade. The mercury is a big, three-inch 
wide, bright red ribbon, coming out of a big red 
bulb. This contrivance records the weekly attendance 
with a 600 goal at the top. 

Mr. P. H. Forbes, of the Central Congregational 
Sunday-school, of Topeka, Kansas, has found very 
useful for a Quarter the plan of class contests to 
bring up lapsed attendance and to secure new schol- 
ars, public announcement being the only award. 

Mr. John A. Coe, Jr., of the First Methodist Sun- 


day-school, of Waterbury, Conn., has selected five or 
six Sundays during the year for attendance efforts, 
placing a goal and then working toward it by cards 
and advertising. 

. Mr. A. B. Caldwell, Superintendent of the Ponce 
de Leon Avenue Baptist Sunday-school, of Atlanta, 
Ga,, found it very helpful to erect a percentage goal 
in an increase contest, placarding the standards before 
each department and announcing results regularly. 

It will be recognized, however, that these attend- 
ance efforts are simply steps toward the chief end of 
securing the scholars for character and service train- 
ing, and that a worthier school program is required 
for these great objectives. 

In the Bedford Presbyterian Sunday-school, of 
Brooklyn, of which Mr. Delavan L. Pierson was for 
many years the superintendent, the following impor- 
tant goals were emphasized from September to June: 


1. In lesson study a course and examination. 

2. In memory and hand-work, with exhibit. 

3. In numbers on roll and attendance. 

4. In confession of Christ and church membership. 
5. In social and athletic events planned. 

6. In organized work for others. 

7. In mission instruction and giving, 


No Rally Day can mean much unless the individual 
scholars have taken some advance step. 

In the First Presbyterian Sunday-school, of Den- 
ver, Colorado, when the roll of classes was called on 
Rally Day, each class responded by the announce- 
ment of some forward step, to be taken during the 
year. One class of young ladies decided they would 
prepare to qualify as teachers. Many of them are 
still in the teaching ranks. 

In my awn school many scholars placed a cross on 
Rally Day opposite one- or more of the following 
pledges of service: 


1. Teaching service. 

2. Larger missionary giving. 

3. Decision to be a Christian. 

4. Decision to join the church. 
‘ 5. Secure one new member for school by Novem- 
er Ist. 

6. One daily kindly deed for others. 

7. Some daily self-denial for Christ. 

8. Daily prayer for the Kingdom. 

9. Some word spoken to an unconverted person. 

10, Attendance at the League or church prayer 
service. 

11. Daily reading of the Bible. 
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In one school certain key-words or goals are se- 
lected and placarded before the school on Rally Day 
and throughout the year, such as Prayer, Efficiency, 
Co-operation, Salvation, or Every scholar a Chris- 
tian, Every Christian a worker, Every debt paid, 
Every class a missionary force. 

The sensible thing to do, if real progress is to be 
made in the ‘school work beyond lly Day, is for 
he superintendent, pastor, and officers first, and later 

e teachers, to come together in a real conference 
purposing to do a year’s real business for the Kmg- 
dom, to make a survey of the school’s condition and 
needs, and to select some real objectives to meet need 
and opportunity, and then on Rally Day and beyond 
to hammer steadfastly at their attainment. 

May I suggest a few possible and sensible program 
points, good for any school, for any year: 


1. Make a survey of each class above the Primary, 
placing opposite the name of each scholar whether 
a confessed Christian and church-member, Drive 
for those undecided by letter from pastor, or super- 
intendent, or teacher, by remembrance in teachers’ 
prayer circles or by some carefully worded pledge 


rd. 

2. Place before every member of the Senior De- 
partment the election of some form of definite 
Christian service in the school, church, community, 
or mission field, and assist these young people in 
specific preparation f.r such service, through a 
workers’ training ag 

3. Advertise your sc 
best young man or woman with advertising talent, 
place in his or her hands Reisner’s “Church Pub- 
licity,” or Stelzle’s “Church Advertising,” and set 
that person loose to write up the Sunday-school 
weekly in the local newspaper. 

4. Make your missionary objectives live through 
a missionary stereopticon, using the slides fur- 
nished by your denominational missionary headquar- 
ters. Place five or ten dollars monthly in the hands 
of the Missionary Committee for a real live mission- 
ary library. You can secure a good list from your 
denomination, the Missionary Education Movement, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York, “Trull’s Missionary 
Methods in the Sunday-school,” or the list fur- 
nished by the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, Chicago. 

5. Don’t “happen” on special days. Appoint a 
School Special Days’ Committee to plan through the 
year for all special days, to keep a scrap-book of best 
plans for these days, and months in advance to get 
ready for worth-while celebrations of Rally Day, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. 

6. For one year place more emphasis upon getting 
out absentees than getting in new members. It is 
good business to hold old customers. 

7. Make more of school atmosphere this year. Not 
simply that generated by superintendent and teachers 
smiling, but that made by individual and collective 
praying for teachers, scholars, and homes; also the 
atmosphere made by the best sort of departmental 
and school socials. 

8. Drive for the homes, Institute a family altar 
campaign, that God’s Word and prayer shall be heard 
in every home as the child’s right and richest heri- 
tage. Aim for a monthly social meeting of parents, 
of school, or department. Introduce a Parents’ De- 
partment in the school on the plan put out in the 
leaflet of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, “The Parents’ Department of the Sunday-’ 
schooJ.” Make. the Cradle Roll a natural path to 
the home for pastor and visitor. 

In these and other ways definite results will fol- 
low from definite aims and definite plans, and Rally 
Day will be but an incident in the sweep of a real 
program that shall run the year through. . 


See 


. Where the Testaments with the 
President’s Message are Printed 


Te call for the Bible and portions of it in 
the form of Testaments, the Gospels, and the 
Epistles, is unprecedented, and all the Bible publish- 
ing houses are being taxed to their capacity to sup- 
ply the demand. 

A very large order for Testaments, running into 
scores of thousands, has been placed by the American 
Branch of the Scripture Gift Mission with the A. J. 
Holman Company, and the imprint of this old estab- 
lished house appears on the title page. The appeal 
of President Wilson to American soldiers and sailors 


to read the Word of God was written especially for . 


this edition. The story of how this foreword was 
secured was told in The Sunday School Times of 
August 18, 1917. Lettets received from every corner 
of the United States show high appreciation of this 
message. 

The typographical work in the Testaments is ex- 
cellent. The type is six-point. Colored illustrations 
of scenes in Bible lands add to the attractiveness of 
the pages, while the binding for the soldiers’ edition 
is appropriately in imitation of khaki, and that for the 
sailors is in navy blue. 
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Soldier and Sailor Boys in a New Enlistment . 


Signing up to read God’s Word as they rally round the colors 





By George T. B. Davis 











other one movement or plan, since the general 
circulation of the English Bible commenced in 
the fourteenth century, has been so blessed of God 
for soul-winning and the building of Christian char- 
acter, as has the work of the Pocket Testament 


League.” 

This is the verdict of Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, * 
the Editor of The Sunday School Times, regarding 
one of the most remarkable movements pf modern 
times; a movement that has brought blessing to 
Occident and Orient, and that is now being marvel- 
ously used of God for the salvation and growth in 

ce of British and American soldiers and sailors. 
peaking further of the League, Mr. Trumbull says: 


The Pocket Testament League is one of the most 
remarkable evidences since the days of Pentecost 
of the eager desire and unswerving purpose of the 
Holy Spirit to use the Word of God in evangeliz- 
ing the world. It does seem as though there had 
never before been suggested a simpler, saner, more 
richly blessed personal work, open to every man, 
woman, and child in the Kingdom who wants to 
do something for the Master, than active member- 
ship in the Pocket Testament League. It is such a 
simple form of service that no one who goes into it 
is prepared for the stupendous results that follow. 
When we work with supernatural forces we must 
expect supernatural results. 


Like many of the great plans of God the League 
had a very humble beginning. An English school 
girl found Christ when she was twelve years of age. 
Two or three years iater when atténding high school 
reat desire to win the other girls to the 
Master. She began to carry a little Testament and 
to use it in soul-winning. Other girls did the same, 
and so the Pocket Testament League was born. The 
girl who started the work was Miss Helen Cadbury, 
‘now Mrs. Charles M. Alexander, wife of the well- 
dendwn. Gospel song leader, P 

In 1908 the League’ was formally launched ‘in 
Philadelphia by Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and Mr. 
Charles M. Alexander, and at once received enthu- 
siastic support from pulpit, press, and public. Some 
of the triumphs of God’s Word, in many lands, are 
told in the Leagueghandbook, “Winning the World 
with the Bible.” : . 

In 1914, when the war broke out, the writer was in 
England, working with Mr. and Mrs, Charles M. 
Alexander for the promotion of the movement in the 
British Isles. We were at once deeply impressed 
with the conviction that God had some great purpose 
for the League in connection with the troops. 

We began to pray and to solicit funds so that 
Pocket Testaments might+be given to those joining 
the League. The results have been startlingly 
blessed. God’s Spirit was poured out; money poured 
in; and over 365,000 British soldiers have been en- 
rolled in the League and been presented with Testa- 
ments, while tens of thousands of the men have sig- 
nified their acceptance of Christ as their personal 
Saviour. 


Taking Testaments to Lads in Kilts 

Soon after the war started I had the privilege of 
going down to Salisbury Plain with Mr. Alexander. 
The big plain was dotted with military camps. Ina 
series of six meetings the League was launched 
among the men. Then the Y. M. C. A. workers took 
it up, and in three months more than 10,000 soldiers 
joined the League, and more than 3,000 declared their 
decision for Christ. 

At the close of the year 1914, after the war work 
of the League in England had been thoroughly con- 
solidated, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander came to America. 
I was invited to Scotland to work among the sol- 
diers there by the President of the League in Scot- 
land, Sir Joseph Maclay, Bart., who is now the Min- 
ister of Shipping in the British Cabinet. Sir Joseph 
had heard of the work of grace on Salisbury Plain; 
and he personally supplied the tens of thousands of 
League Testaments that were used among the soldiers 
in Scotland. He did not want the Testaments given 
out indiscriminately, but only to those desiring them 
sufficiently to join the League. 

For two years and five months I had the privilege 
of conducting a national League campaign in the 
Scottish military camps, and would doubtless have 
been working there still, but I was suddenly called 
home by cable to help in a great League crusade 
among American soldiers. And let me add that, in 
answer to prayer, and by “the good hand of our God 
upon us,” my “eighty-one years young” mother and 
myself reached the homeland in safety, with no sign 
of mine or submarine on the journey across. 


“Te SEEMS a safe statement to “make that no 


behind i 

land and Scotland, told so delightfully by 
Mr. Davis on this page, is it not to be expected 
in the present campaign that is being 
iciously oeaaiied among American soldiers 
and sailors, God will not let his Word return to 
him void? Funds are needed for printing Testa- 
ments, and gifts should be sent to J. Lewis Twad- 
dell, Treasurer, 1323 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





The work in Scotland can be fitly summarized by 
the nine words of Acts 19:20: “So mightily grew 
the Word of God, and prevailed.” The campaign 
demonstrated anew the fact that the League is not 
merely a Bible reading and carrying movement; but 
an aggressive soul-saving agency. t me illustrate 
with two incidents: one civilian, the other military. 

A few days after reaching Glasgow to begin, the 
soldiers’ campaign, I met two men who had been in 
France endeavoring to do Red Cross work, but had 
teturned home and wanted to work among the sol- 
diers. One was Mr. J. Barnett Gow, a stockbroker 
full of evangelistic fervor; and the other Mr. George 
Cossar, who had for years devoted his life to help- 
ing poor boys. Mr. Gow offered to motor us for a 
time. We left Glasgow in midwinter to go over the 
Grampian Hills to a big camp in the north of Scot- 
land. When 1,400 feet above sea-level we ran into 
eight inches of snow, and had to turn back and go 
round by Aberdeen and Elgin. But God was guiding. 


The Entering Wedge in the Scotch Campaign 

We had just entered the main street-of Elgin when 
a big policeman held up his hand as.a signal to stop. 
Mr. Gow stopped the car, and the policeman came up 
and asked: 

“Where is your license?” 

‘“T haven’t it with me,” explained Mr. Gow. 

“Well, you ought to have it,” said the policeman. 

“T’ve been motoring fourteen years and have never 
been asked for it before,” said Mr. Gow. 

“But you ought to have it,” continued the officer. 

“Well, here’s five pounds for the fine, if you want 
it,” said Mr. Gow. 

“No, I don’t want the money, but I do want your 
name and address,” said the constable in a somewhat 
better mood. 

Provadentially I was sitting on the front seat beside 
Mr. Gow. Seeing that this matter was concluded, I 
reached over and handed the policeman one of the 
League Testaments. “That,” said I, “is the hand- 
some little Testament that we give to the soldiers 
and sailors if they wili carry it with them, and make 
it a rule to read one or more chapters daily. We 
would like to give one to you if you could do that.” 

Seeing the beautiful illustrated book that was given 
free of cost if one would read and carry it, the con- 
stable agreed to do so. 

But getting a person to join the League is always 
only the first step. So I said: “Officer, that’s a splen- 
did thing to do, but did you ever go a step further 
and get converted and saved, and all that?” 

“No,” said he, “I have never gone that far.” 

“Well,” I said, “you could do it right here.. You 
don’t have to go to a religious meeting. You can 
settle it right here. on the street.” 

We gave him several verses of Scripture and pleaded 
with him to yield to God. In less than ten minutes 
he had signed the Decision Card in the back of the 
Testament signifying a clear-cut decision for Christ. 

Standing right beside the policeman was an even 
bigger man, an officer of the Scottish Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. He, too, took a 
Testament and joined the League. Then I said to him: 
“Did you ever make a decision?’ Said he, “I know 
all you’ve been saying. is true, and I'll do the same 
thing,” and he also signed the Decision Card in the 
back of the Testament. 

What a marvelous thing! Two strangers in the 
middle of the street joining the League, and signing 
their names to a decision for Christ in fifteen min- 
utes! What other agency in all the world could 
have achieved such a result, save the Holy Ghost 
using the Word.of God, backed by prayer and per- 
sonal effort! It reveals anew “the eager desire and 
the unswerving purpose of the Holy > ta to use the 

Word of God in evangelizing the world.” 


Now for an illustration of the soul-winning power 
of the League among soldiers. Leaving Elgin (where 
by the way we had a wonderful meeting on our re- 
turn journey) we at length reached the military 
camp in the north of Scotland, I shall never forget 
our Sunday there. God’s Spirit was present in power. 
About 500 soldiers joined the League, and received 
Testaments; and—note the proportion—342 of this 
number marked “A. C.” on their League cards, thus 
declaring they would “Accept Christ” as their per- 
sonal Saviour. Eight months passed. Again I was 
back in the camp conducting meetings. At the close 
of a service a soldier came up and said: 


Let me tell you my story. Our regiment was. out 
in India and we came here just a few days before 
you and your friends visited the camp eight 
months ago. I know personally fourteen men that 
joined the League during your visit. Two of us 
were Christians before; twelve accepted Christ 
when they joined.the League. 

Ten days more and we were all out in France. 
We used to get together as often as possible, and 
hold a little meeting in the open air a mile and a 
half or two miles back of the firing line. We would 
read a chapter verse about, and talk about it, and 
then pray round the circle. We enjoyed the meet- 
ings and were helped by them. At length two of 
the number were killed, I was wounded, and now 
I am back here on home defense. 


Could anything demonstrate more forcibly than 
this the value of the League not only as a Bible read- 
ing but as a soul-saving and as a character-building 
agency? 

During the twenty-nine months’ campaign in Scot- 
land,—as a result of the Holy Spirit, and prayer, and 
God’s Word, and consecrated workers,—more than 
65,000 soldiérs joined the League and received Testa- 
ments; and over 38,000 marked “A.C.” -on their 
League cards, thus declaring their acceptance of 
Christ. To God be all the praise and the glory! 
It was all His doing! 

The War Council of the Pocket Testament League 
in the United States is planning the greatest and 
most aggressive campaign among American soldiers 
since the inauguration of the League. The chairman 
of the war work committee is Mr. Joseph M. Steele, 
a consecrated business man, who was chairman of the 
Billy Sunday Campaign in Philadelphia; Mr. Charles 
M. Alexander is chairman of the Executive Com- 
mittee; Mr. Allan Sutherland, General Secretary; 
and Mr. J. Lewis Twaddell, 1323 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Treasurer. 


A God-blessed Beginning in America 


The League campaign among the American soldiers 
and sailors is producing the same blessed results as 
in Great Britain. Mr. Charles M. Alexander, Mr. 
James Whitmore, of the Y. M. C. A., and Messrs. 
Brown and Barraclough have been holding remark- 
able meetings in the Navy yards among the sailors, 
and thousands of the men have gladly enlisted in the 
League. At one meeting conducted by Mr. Alexander 
on a battleship, the captain, three lieutenants, and 206 
seamen were enrolled. 

Nor are the soldiers a whit behind the sailors in 
welcoming this heaven-born movement. The Young 
Men’s Christian Association is working in closest co- 
operation with the League. The Y. M. C. A. sec- 
retaries in the camps are using tens of thousands of 
Léague Testaments. They are not given out indis- 
aeney but only to those joining the League, and 
the act of enrolment is made the “point of contact” 
for a definite appeal for decision for Christ. Could 
anything be simpler, saner, more effective than such 
a method? 

The Army chaplains are enthusiastic over the 
League method of reaching the men, and are calling 
for large quantities of the Testaments. In fact the 
demands are greater than the League funds can sup- 
ply. One chaplain has enrolled 1,400 of the men in 
his regiment, and he is confident that he can enlist 
the remaining 600 if he can secure the Testaments. 
In talking with this chaplain he told how people had 
remarked about seeing the men sitting here and there 
reading “a little book,” and wondered what it was. 
Praise God, it was the best book of “rules and regu- 
lations” ever issued to soldiers! 

My first meeting with American soldiers “some- 
where in New Jersey,” was a glorious foretaste of 
the “showers of blessing” that I am sure are coming 
to American camps in answer to the believing prayers 
of God’s children. It was not a large meeting; but 
126 of the men joined the League, and 35 signified 
their acceptance of Christ as their personal Saviour. 
As the soldiers stood up and publicly confessed 
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Christ, and then formed in line and came forward to 
receive the Testaments, an experienced Christian 
worker declared he had never seen anything like it. 
Among those who joined the League were three 
members of an operatic company, one of whom had 
had to be severely called to account by the Y. M.C. A. 
secretary when they first came to the camp, because 
of the blasphemous language he was using. One of 
the older men who joined the League said that he 
had been considering the 
twelve years, but that to-night he had made the great 
decision. 

The immediate need is money. Calls are coming in 
from chaplains and others that cannot be granted for 
lack of funds. It is estimated that $150,000 will be 
needed to carry out the proposed nation-wide cam- 
paign. Do you not wish to have a share in this glo- 
rious work which is accomplishing such “supernat- 
ural results”? 

And finally the permanent and continuous need is 
PRAYER. You may not be able to hold meetings with 
the men, but you can have a definite share in their 
salvation and growth in on by daily prayer. We 
are seeking to enroll hundreds of thousands of Chris- 
tians in the “Home. Helpers’ Prayer Circle,” the aim 
of which is to spend a few minutes daily in prayer 
for the League campaign and other Gospel work 
among the soldiers and sailors. The prayer cove- 
nants are sent out free of cost. Please send at once 
to Allan Sutherland, 133 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa., for as many of the prayer cove- 
nants as you can use in your Synday-school or 
church or community. 

If a quarter of a million people can be banded to- 
gether os daily believing prayer, surely a glorious 
work of grace will soon be witnessed in the military 
camps of the country! 


PHILADELPHIA. 


See 
A Daniel Experience of To-day 


By Frances Perry 


Some years ago Mrs. Perry published in The Rem’s 

Horn an account of the marvelous experience that she 

now describes again for readers of The Sunday School 

Times. Was not The Ram's Horn right in calling this 
** no less a miracle than in the time of Daniel” ? 


Te victorious life which The Sunday School 
Times is teaching was, to my husband and my- 
self.at the time of this experience, quite in its in- 
fancy, and we both had a burning desire to know 
God more thoroughly. On our knees with our Bibles 
and putting the promises to the test we.came to have 
many experiences like the following: .! 

My husband, on account of ill health, was acting as 
superintendent of a silver mine near Leadville, Col- 
orado, I remaining in Illinois. The mining camp was 
quite far up the trail from where he was “batching 
it” with a friend. 

One morning he arose, and, having finished break- 
fast and devotions, started to leave the cabin. As 
his hand reached the latch, it was. supernaturally 
held: he could not touch the latch. He returned to 
his seat to think, believing that it was the hand of 
God. Then he prayed about it, asking for light: in 
the reverent but familiar way we had come ‘to feel 
toward God. . 

He then opened his Bible, saying, “I recognize thy 


hand; will you choose to show me by a passage «?”" 


Scripture that you are here, that I am right, and you 
are leading me?” He opened to a passage speaking 
of where meat was cooking on a fire. At this he 
thanked God, saying, “I recognize the answer,” for 
he was then boiling on the stove some meat for his 
friend’s return at noon. 

Rising, he went to the door, but with the same 
success as before. Again he returned to his seat, 
saying, “Perhaps I am to be detained to meet some 
one here on business to-day.” He spent some time 
talking it over with the Master; then saying, “Un- 
less I am to go now it will be too late to start,” he 
went to the door and passed out naturally. 

Going to where his pony was tied he started up 
the trail, and, being a close observer and a geologist, 
he soon noticed two sets of tracks in the light snow 
which had fallen through the night, and which he 
had never seen before. He dismounted and exam- 
ined them closely. 

As he reached the camp a great shout arose as the 
great doors burst open, from a hundred thankful 
men. Then followed explanations. Two immense 
mountain lions had passed the very time Mr. Perry 
usually arrived, for he was methodical, almost to the 
minute. “We supposed, of course, one had eaten 
the pony and you were eaten by the other.” Of all 
the lions seen by the men, none had ever been so 
large. 

As their superintendent told them of the wonder- 
ful providence, godless men though they were, they 
accepted it as God’s hand. For “no manner of hurt 
was found upon him, because he had trusted in his 
God” (Dan. 6:23). 

Hamitton, Va, 
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A Blow that Benumbs a Nation 


666] F OUR Turkish nation does not suffer punish- 
ment, there is no God.’ 

“I have heard Turks, in protest against what 
Turkey is doing to the Armenians, say this time and 
again. I have known of Turks who were hanged be- 
fore their own doors for saying it, or for showing 
sympathy to the Armenians.” 

This was a statement by W. F. Dodd, M.D., a 
Congregational missionary to Syria, now working with 
the Armenian and Syrian Relief Committee in New 
York. It was made before several hundred people 
at Princeton Conference. The unspeakably cruel de- 
portation of the Armenians is a cold-blooded act of 
Government, and not the desire of the Turkish peo- 
ple as a whole. The blow has benumbed the Ar- 
menians until they have lost the power of weeping. 
Mies have been struck nationally unconscious,” said ° 

0 

The speaker described his own utter helplessness 
on receiving a note from a deported Armenian pastor 
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whom he had trained from boyhood in his own mis- 
sion. But the pastor perished unaided. Dr. Dodd 
drew a graphic picture of a mother who was given 
the choice of keeping her four children at home or 
of being deported with them. “I love my children, 
but I love my Saviour more,” she said. The Turks 
were lining the tops of their houses as she was sent 
off the next day with her four children and with a 
company of girls fro Dr. Dodd’s mission. With 
bated breath the Turks watched in admiration. 
“These did not turn,” they commented. Thousands 
of Armenians’ have died for their faith, though some 
have recanted, among the latter a good many fathers, 
to save the honor of their daughters. 

This mother lived, and was eventually saved, after 
thrilling experiences in the desert. Three of the 
children were saved, but one died from exposure and 
hunger. 

“There is a remnant, and the Lord will use it for 
glorious work in Moslem lands-in days to come,” 
concluded,Dr. Dodd. “The United States is the only 
nation that is in a position to save the remnant.” 








by New 


A Letter to a Friend Who Was Being Led Astray 


Thought 





# HE “New Thought” is one of the modern false 
religious cults of the present time, and the fol- 
lowing letter is written to one who has been 
caught in the meshes of this nei of Satan. The 
writer is a friend of the victim of this error. The 
Sunday School Times publishes this strong compelling 
appeal on the subject of true religious belief with 
the prayer that God may bless the message to 
many: 


Dear T—— 


I was very glad to hear from you again, although 
your letter contained much that brought sorrow to 
me, and yet you must not regret being so plain in 
outlining your “beliefs,” whether it brings sorrow 
or not, because it is after all the only straightforward 
course. I have much to say to you in reply. Please 
forgive me if I go into all of the questions you touch 
on in ‘your letter, and if the least suspicion of harsh- 
ness seems to creep.into my words will you remem- 
ber the tears that dim my eyes as I write; 

First of all; you speak of progression in spiritual 
life and outlook, and you refer to the change (I can- 
not call it progression) in your own. views of five, 
ten, or twenty years ago, leading me to suppose that 
your present views may undergo as great a change 
in the next five, ten, or twenty years. This, to my 
mind, would prove a weakness in your conviction of 
what you believe to be the truth; because God is un- 
changeable, therefore his Word must remain un- 
changeable also. 

I believe in progression in the spiritual life as well 
as the natural, but it is only a discovering, not a 
discarding. “ For instance, radium, electricity, etc., 
were waiting to be discovered; the world remains the 
same but with added light. The Bible gives ever- 
increasing light and knowledge in its entirety or not 
at all. The moment you cut away this or that you 
may discard the whole. If you read it and give it a 
fair trial without the influence of other books you 
will find that your twentieth century mind is exactly 
the same as the mind Jesus had to deal with while 
here on earth, He stood against the same iron wall 
which we face to-day, unbelief. Your expression: 
“T refuse to believe” is just the.same spirit that made 
Jesus weep over Jerusalem. The twentieth century 
mind has not changed or progressed since that day 
except where the light of the Gospel has penetrated 
and enlightened its innermost recesses. Read the life 
of our great Scotch missionary, John G. Paton. 
What made the cannibals stop eating each other? 
Was it civilization? Ah, no. Civilization brought the 
dreadful fire-water and modern firearms, but educa- 
tion and peace only came after precious lives had 
been laid down to give these savages the Gospel 
which our “advanced minds” cannot and will not 
accept. 


It seems so sad, too, that you should apologize for 
the “sincere efforts” of the writers of a Book which 


-co-day is ranked as the highest of literature from 


even a worldly or educational standpoint. Frank 
Norris, one of our greatest present-day novelists, 
says the Bible is a marvel of beautiful language and 
concentrated expression, not to be equaled by any- 
thing of the present day—and yet you talk of pro- 
gression! When I joined a correspondence school 
to help me become a writer I was told to read the 
3ible through and try to grasp its wonderful fulness 
of statement and description, condensed into as many 
words as would take pages or perhaps books to ex- 
press to-day. The teacher of the school may or 
may not have been a Christian, but he, as many 
other literary men, had to admit that° we might try- 
to copy its style but could never attain to it. Yet 
the Gospels were written by unlearned nien—proving 


that they were inspired and not merely “sincere 
efforts.” 

After all, dear friend, where did we and the rest 
of mankind get any knowledge of a Heavenly 
Father? Was it not from the Bible? If so, why 
should you believe God is your Heavenly Father if 
you do not believe the Book that tells you so? If 
the Bible contains some delusions, may this not be 
one also? 

But what surprises me more than anything else is 
that you should think there is any virtue in touch- 
ing the “hem of Christ’s garment” when you do not 
believe His recorded words. What was He crucified 
for? Because He claimed to be the Son-of God and 
the Saviour of the world, whose life was to be given 
not to appease an angry God but to redeem a lost and 
ruined world from the sin which had begun with 
Adam. You think that sin in the garden of Eden a 
trivial thing, but as ‘the saying is: “It only takes a 
Straw to show the way. the: wind blows.” God’s 


creatures were on.probation and fell into rebellion’ 


—— Him, however seemingly trifling the cause. 
ear 
out my best Friend to be a wilful impostor or a well- 
meaning but deluded reformer. Oh, my friend, do 
not be deceived by the great enemy of souls into 
thinking that the love of the Chfist you deny can ever 
avail you anything. In his great love and pity He 
came to help us. He is the expression of God’s 
great love, but what of that if we will not believe in 
him,—in His finished work on Calvary! What can 
He do but weep over us as He did over Jerusalem! 

You make a mistake in using the word “tradition” 
in referring to the need of sacrifice as an atonement 
for sin, The dictionary-rendering of the word “tra- 
dition” is: “Without: written .memorials.”.. Now, you 
know this has been recorded by writing in the his- 
tory of the Jews, which makes it a historical fact, 
not a tradition. Indeed, the Jews’ present condition 
is one of the strongest and most convincing proofs 
of the authenticity of the Scriptures, for it is mar- 
velous to note how minutely prophecy is being ful- 
filled through them as a nation. They are a scattered, 
despised people because of the rejection of the true 
Messiah. Please read the 53d chapter of Isaiah. 
This was the prophet’s vision of the Messiah. How 
different from the Jewish idea of pomp and show for 
their coming King. 

Then in regard to your recognition of God as a 
loving Father, you must bear in mind that the same 
Book which tells us He is our Father speaks of Him 
also as our Judge. Our beliefs will not alter facts. 
In regard also to your inability to feel your sinful- 
ness, this is due to your lack of knowledge as to 
what sin really is. You can shut out a great deal of 
the knowledge of sin in all its loathsomeness by 
living as you do in the beautiful country—away from 
sights and sounds that make the heart weep, but 
whether you see the results of sin or not, all we like 
sheep have gone astray—we have turned every one to 
his own way—that is sin. God created us for Him- 
self and His glory. We are His creatures, but we 
have turned from His way to our own,—that is our 
great offense against the Creator, The clay has re- 
belled against the methods of the potter. 

But, dear T——, the natural mind cannot receive 
spiritual truths. All that has been written or in- 
spired by God must be received by the spiritual part 
of the being. You have been applying these things 
only to the mental censor whereas God intended 
the mind to be but the avenue to the inner- 
most being, the heart. That God may enable you to 
grasp the truth as it is in Christ Jesus and be con- 
tent with nothing less is.the prayer of your friend. 


J. M. I. 


T——, you may not mean to, but you make 












































LESSON FOR SEPT 23 (Daniel 6) 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 23. DANIEL IN THE LIONS’ DEN 


Daniel 6. Commit verses 22, 23 


Golden Text.—The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.—Psalm 34 : 7 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

MINER near Leadville, Colorado, started one 

morning to leave his cabin. He could not open 

the door; he could not even touch the latch. 
Then he prayed. It was the beginning of one of the 
most marvelous experiences in his life. There were 
some lions in it; and God also was in it as truly as 
with Daniel in the lions’ den. Tell the class the 
whole story,—it is given on page 498 in this issue. 
Our Background Material 

Daniel has pre-written “the whole course of Gentile 

world-rule to its end in catastrophe, and to the setting 
up of the Messianic Kingdom.” It is little wonder 
Satan hates the book, and has kept it in the crucible 
of criticism. From Professor Kyle’s side-light, 
“Daniel Again in the Den of Lions,” on page 495, of 
this issue, outline to the class the two views of the 
book, and give some of the overwhelming evidence 
as to its authenticity. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
; Solely locating the references. 

Why should the other presidents and satraps. “haye 
it in for” Daniel, and try to find something against 
him? Get the views of the class. Has “anti- 
Semitism,” in fulfillment of God’s prophecies that the 


‘Jews would be hated, anything to do with it% Was 


it merely the jealousy of smaller men for a big man? 
The point is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3), 
Mr. Ridgway (1), and Mr. Rogers (3). How some 
girl students in college failed to destroy the position 
and influence of one of the - whom they “had it 
in for” is explained by Miss Frederick (1-2). 

“ "The officials: knew that the king would not lift a 
finger against Daniel; so they had to trap the king. 
What was their ‘bait? Get the class to discover the 
flattery: the subtle appeal to the king’s pride. It was 
a high compliment that his highést officials were sug- 
gesting. Darius’ “break” in signing the statute is dis- 
cussed by Mr. Rogers (4). 

Has such a thing as the worship of a king by royal 
command ever occurred before or since in history? 
See what the class think. Indeed it has. Nebuchad- 
nezzar was probably another instance (Dan. 3: 1-5). 
And the worship of the Roman emperor, centuries 
later, has been called by a prominent writer of church 
history “the most important element in heathenism” 
during the period covered by the Book of Acts. The 
record in Acts, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
“bégins at Jerusalem and ends at Rome... . From 
the cross of Jesus to the throne of Czsar! What 
does it mean? That the final, imperial power of the 
Christ is herein foreshadowed, and that this is the 
record of a grand and awful duel. It is a conflict 
between Christ and Czsar, and the divine Man, not 
the deified man, is to be everywhere and forever 
worshipped.” 

Would people “stand for” such a thing as the 
worship of an emperor to-day? See what the class 
think. Most people would resent such an idea as 
preposterous and impossible; yet events are fast in 
the making which are preparing the people of all na- 
tions to accept with readiness the principle of dic- 
tatorship, until the supreme human Dictator, the 
Superman, the Beast who has been foretold, shall 
arise, “and all that dwell on the earth shall worship 
him, every one whose name hath not been written 
from the foundation of the world in the book of life 
of the Lamb that hath been slain” (Rev. 13:8). 

Tell the story of “the éoolest piece of work I ever 
saw,” according to a British officer, given in The 
Illustration Round Table (2); then'read verse 10 
aloud; and ask which was the more difficult job: 
Daniel’s or that of the Royal Engineers’ signaler. 

How could such a busy man as Daniel take so much 
time for prayer? Get the answer from the experi- 
ence of Martin Luther in planning for that exception- 
ally busy day of his (Round Table, 1). 

Should Darius have broken the law that he himself 
had established, in order to save the life of his 
friend?:' Let the class discuss this; give the points 
made by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4) and Mr. Rogers 
(5, 6). 

The sealing of the mouth of the lions’ den with a 
stone is a startling foreshadowing of the sealing of 
the tomb of our Lord Jesus Christ by a stone (Matt. 
27:6). And in both cases the stone.no more availed 
against the power of God than a cobweb or a shadow. 

Have the class contrast the edict of Darius before 
this experience (6:7) with his edict. after Daniel’s 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in_the lesson helps is 
Daniel 6 : 10- 

to And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, 
he went into his house (now his windows were open in his 
chamber toward Jerusalem); and he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime. 11 Then these men assembled 
together, and found Daniel making petition and suppli- 
cation before his God. 12 Then they came near, and spake 
before the king concerning the king’s interdict: Hast thou 
not signed an interdict, that every man that shall make 
petition unto any god or man within thirty days, save unto 
thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king 
answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law 
,of the Medes and Persians, which ‘altereth not. 13 Then 
answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, who 
is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not 
thee, O king, nor the interdict that thou hast signed, but 
maketh his petition three times a day. 14 Then the king, 
when he heard these words, was sore displeased, and set 
his heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the 
going down of the sun to rescue him. 15 Then these men 
assembled together unto the king, and said unto the 
king, Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and 
Persians, that no interdict nor statute which the king 
establisheth may be changed. 

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, 
and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and 
said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, 
he will deliver thee. 17 And a stone was brought, and laid 
upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with 
his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; ? that 
nothing might be changed concerning Daniel. 18 Then the 
king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting; 
neither were *instruments of music brought before him: 
and his sleep fied from him. 

19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and 
went in haste unto the den of lions. 20 And when he came 
near unto the den to Daniel, he cried with a lamentable 
voice; the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant 
of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest contin- 
ually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 21 Then said 
Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 22 My God hath 
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, and they 
have not hurt me; forasmuch as before him innocency was 
found in ‘me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no 
hurt.. 23 Fhen was the king exceeding glad, and com- 


. manded. that they should take Daniel up out of the den. . 
So Daniel was, taken up out of the den, and no manner of 


hurt was fotind upon him, because he had trusted in his 
God. 


2 Aram. passeth not away. *Or, that there might be 
no change of purpose *e, dancing girls 
The American Revision copyright, 1901 
_ by Thomas Nelson & Sons —_ 








deliverance (vs. 26, 27). And then compare the de- 
cree of Darius in verses 25-27 with Nebuchadnezzar’s 
decree after the fiery furnace deliverance (Dan. 3: 
28, 29). See how much farther Darius went than 
Nebuchadnezzar ; the one commanded mere religious 
toleration for the Jew; the other commanded 
“trembling reverence to Daniel’s God.” As. W. C. 
Stevens says in his remarkable little Scripture 
Primer on “The Book of Daniel” (to be ordered 
from the author,’ Boone Biblical College, Boone, 
Iowa, 55 cents): “this was God’s voice to all Gentile 
powers, to be regarded as long as His Israel re- 
mained scattered and subject among the Gentiles. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


“Daniel was thrown to the lions, but he fell into 
the hands of the living God. The world cannot breed 
a lion that God cannot tame” (Round Table,. 3). 
Shutting lions’ mouths is God’s specialty. When we 
“let go, and let God,” we can live in a- continual ex- 
perience of deliverance from bloodthirsty lions. The 
worst of the lions that would destroy us are Sin and 
Satan. With Christ and in Christ we can know con- 
tinually the experience so vividly pictured in the 
Lesson Cartoon on page 502, 

As a reader of The Sunday School Times wrote 
last spring, with reference to her experience of the 
Victorious Life: I keep right by my dressing table a 
five-cent copy of the painting “Daniel’s Answer to the 
King,” by Riviere. It is a wonderful help. While I 
was fighting this battle, these words came to me from 
God: “Suppose that after Daniel was placed in the 
den of lions he had said, ‘There’s a big lion now 
that looks as though he might open his mouth! I 
can’t sleep in here to-night. Why, in the night these 
lions might have the power of eating me! I know 
God has shut their mouths now—but how long will 
it last?’” 

God has more than once proved to you that he can 
shut the mouths of your. worst lions. Won’t you 
praise Him, then, that he can keep those mouths shut? 


Teaching Points 

The dates. and the sequence of events are given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (1, 2). 

Daniel got his promotions by: “pull”’—the upward 
pull of. Ged.on aman who decides to yield his life 





wholly to God and trust God fully, no matter what 
it costs. See also Mr. Rogers, 1-2. 


Daniel met one of the great conditions of prevail- 
ing prayer: he gave thanks to God as he prayed 
(Phil. 4: 6) “and this was his habitual practise (Dan. 
6:10). Let us not miss the tremendous significance 
of his thanksgiving. “When Daniel knew that the 
writing was signed,” he did not fall down in an 
agony of terror, nor did he commit the sin of fear 
and worry and anxiety. He praised God. 


Here is the miracle of the Spirit-filled life: 
“Daniel was not happier when he came out of the 
den’ of lions than when he went in. ... He would 
have been equally happy had his body been devoured 
for his faith.” 


“If ever Daniel’s window needed to be kept open 
toward Jerusalem, and if ever Daniel needed to be 
upon his knees in real supplication and thanksgiving 
without regard to any one’s eye but God’s, it was 
when he needed God to fulfil his promise (2 Chron. 
6: 38, 39) to maintain his cause and his right. /t was 
there in that chamber, and in just that way, that in 
heaven the mouths of those lions yonder were first 
to be stopped” (W. C. Stevens). 


We can well imagine that Darius not only used his 
own exceptional brains, but summoned the brainiest 
lawyers of his empire, to show him how he could 
break his own law and still “be constitutional”! But 
there was not a ray of hope. 

Darius was trying to trust God (vs. 16, 18, 20) ; his 
faith that God would deliver Daniel was a case of 
“Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbelief” (Matt. 9: 

His faith lacked the praise and thanksgiving 
that enriched Daniel's. 


Men did everything in their power “that nothing 
might be changed concerning Daniel” (v. 17). Then 
God quietly, irresistibly, omnipotently, changed 
everything concerning Daniel! When they crucified 
the Lord Jesus, rulers and people “made the sepulchre 
sure” (Matt. 27:6). Then God omnipotently made 
the resurrection sure (Matt. 28:6). 

We know enough of Daniel’s humility, sense of 
sinfulness, and faith in God, to know that when he 
said “innocency was found in me” (v. 22) he was not 
boasting or egotistical. Like Abraham and Paul, “he 
believed God, and it was reckoned unto him for 
righteousness” (Rom. 4:3). 

The terrible punishment of Daniel’s accusers dnd 
their families is a striking type of the inevitable and 
necessary end of those who dare to set themselves in 
war and hatred over against God. The very breed, 
family, race of such must be destroyed (Rev. 109: 
20; 20:10, 15). On the fate of Daniel’s accusers, 
see the references given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Do you think Daniel was an easy or a hard man to 
live with? 


Could Darius have reasonably been expected to see 
through the plot against Daniel, and prevent it in 
advance? ‘ 


How many persons do you know of whom you 
could truthfully speak the words of verse 5? 


Did the officials mean verse 5 as a compliment to 
Daniel? 


_ How far can we confidently count on God’s shut- 
ting lions’ mouths for us? Can we count on deliver- 
ance from bodily harm, and temporal losses? Can 
we count on deliverance from all spiritual injury? 
(Eph. 6: 16.) 

Do times come when we must choose between 
“Safety First,” and “God First”? Tell the orphan- 
age experience (Round Table, 4). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 
Review: The Goodness and Severity of God (Read 
Daniel 9: 3-19). 


“How God’s People Went to Pieces,”—that is the 
black story told in the lessons of the last three 
months, now to be reviewed. And in bright, shining 
contrast stand out the lives and messages of such as 
Isaiah, Hezekiah, Josiah, Manasseh’s eleventh hour 
repentance, Ezekiel, and the glorious life-story of 
Daniel. Let us search for the worst and the best 
that we can find in the Scripture material of the 
quarter, and come next Sunday prepared to tell of 
our discoveries. 


A good review plan for many classes, to be started 
a week in advance, is described by Mr. Rogers in his 
“Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson.” 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—After the deliverance of the three 
Hebrews from the fiery furnace (3), Nebuchad- 
nezzar had a temporary insanity (4). At his death 
he was succeeded by his son, and then came several 
changes on the throne. Nabonidos, who had iar- 
ried a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, became king, and 
associated with himself his son Belshazzar (5), but 
by this time Cyrus was advancing towards Babylon, 
and both Nabonidos and Belshazzar were defeated 
and the city captured (5). Thus in twenty-three 
years after the death of Nebuchadnezzar his great 
city passed into the hands of a conqueror. (1) 

Time.—Cyrus took Babylon 539 B. C., and this in- 
cident occurred some little time afterwards. (2) 

Books on the Lesson.—As there are four passages 
from the book of Daniel in these lessons, the oppor- 
tunity should be used to look at the book as a whole. 
The first six chapters are historical, covering a large 
part of Daniel’s time in Babylon; the remaining six 
are prophetical and record visions given to him dur- 
ing his time there. Among the many works on the 
book of Daniel, three small and popular books are 
worth attention: “The Book of Daniel” (Scripture 
Primers), by W. C. Stevens (Biola Book Room, 
South Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal., 55 cents, post- 
paid); “Simple Studies in Daniel,” by W. L. Pet- 
tingill (Philadelphia School of the Bible, Philadel- 
phia, ay conte “The Prophet Daniel,” by Gaebelein 
(Our Hope Publication Office, 456 Fourth Avenue, 
New York, 75 cents net). The life of the prophet 
himself can be helpfully studied in any of these 
books: “Daniel the Beloved,” b M. Taylor 
(Harper and Brothers, New.York, 50 cents net) ; 
“Daniel the Prophet,” by Kirk (Andrew Elliot, Edin- 
burgh) ; “Daniel: His Life and Times,” by Deane 
(“Men of the Bible” series, Fleming H. Revell, New 
York, 75 cents). The critical problem of the book 
of Daniel also’ calls for attention, and the best popu- 
lar treatment is, “Did Daniel Write Daniel?” by Joseph 
D. Wilson, D.D. (John Brown, Reformed Episcopal 
Seminary, Forty-third and Ludlow Streets, Phila- 
delphia, 40 cents), in which the genuineness and 
authenticity of the book are clearly and ably argued. 
For geographical matters connected. with Babylon, 
see Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Ge- 
ography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 75 cents), chapter 11. “The Pulpit 
Commentary” on Daniel contains useful suggestions. 


I. The Message of the Lesson 


The Special Appointment (vs. 1-3). The most diffi- 
cult question in the Old Testament is the identity of 
“Darius the Mede” (5:31). He must have been 
some one appointed by Cyrus, and the statement that 
he “received the kingdom” confirms this. Some 
think he was the father or grandfather of Cyrus, 
known otherwise as Astyages, and thus allowed to 
act as king until his death. Others suggest that he 
was a commander in the army of Cyrus, by name 
Gobryas, and the difference between this and Darius 
in the original would be slight. We must wait. for 
further information, though the problem shows that 
the book could not have been written late, when no 
such historical difficulty would have been invented. 


The Significant Appeal (vs. 4-9). The jealousy of 
the other officials was aroused by the preference 
iven to Daniel, and a plot to destroy. him was 
ormed. All unconsciously the king was induced to 
pass the decree solely for Daniel’s destruction. The 
envy of these men was due to Daniel’s ability and his 
Jewish antecedents (v. 13). (3) 


The Singular Accusation. (vs. 10-15). Daniel’s 
conduct in the face of this danger was quite deliber- 
ate, and he evidently realized that he had to deny 
his religion or be Fan cag to die for it. There was 
‘no ostentation and yet no concealment, because his 
example would be influential to other Jews. Per- 
haps, too, by drawing attention to himself, he might 
thereby reduce the danger for others. 

An influential deputation soon made the king aware 
of what had been aone, and with urgency they pressed 
for action, pointing to the fact that the law of the 
Medes and Persians was unchangeable (Esther 1: 
19; 8:8). This custom was probably due to the 
belief that a monarch so great could not be supposed 
to pass laws that were imperfect. The king saw that 
he had been deceived, and, recognizing the injustice of 
putting Daniel to death, did his utmost to avoid car- 
rying the order into execution. But he was con- 
fronted with the unchangeableness of the law, and 
although he probably had the power to break it, it 
was presumably thought unworthy of a: king to be 
a lawbreaker. (4) 


The Serious Anxiety (vs. 16-18). When the king 


realized that he had failed, he uttered what seems to 
be a hope rather than a conviction, though, of course, 
he knew that as Daniel’s .religion was genuine, 
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Daniel’s God was also a reality. The word “den” 
means a pit or excavation, and when Daniel was 
put in, the king sealed it so that the stone might not 
be removed, and that nobody might interfere. The 
king recognized the malice, and although he could 
not prevent the accomplishment of the design, he 
spent a miserable and sleepless night, refusing all 
food and finding no pleasure in anything. _ 

The Strong Assurance (vs. 19-23). With the dawn 
he made haste to the spot to discover what had be- 
come of Daniel, and calls Daniel’s God the “living 
God,” probably because he had heard Daniel so 
speak, not because he himself held this conviction. 
It is known that polytheists, while speaking in praise 
of one deity, do not necessarily renounce the service 
of others. The king had a bare hope that Daniel 
might have been delivered through the power of his 
God, At once Daniel replied in the customary form 
in addressing Oriental monarchs (1 Kings 1:31; 
Neh. 2:3). The ministry of angels had afforded help 
and protection to him, as often before, because he 
had been true to his duty towards God and man. 


The Severe Action (v. 24). Daniel’s accusers were 
then delivered over to the same fate which they had 
prepared for Daniel (Deut. 19:18, 19; Psa. 7:15, 
16). The fierceness of the lions shows that Daniel’s 
deliverance was due to the power of God. (5) 


The Striking Announcement (vs. 25-27). Over the 
whole of the vast realm a proclamation was made, 
declaring the power and greatness of Daniel’s God, 
and urging men to fear him. Darius would not cease 
thereby to be a polytheist nor require his subjects to 
abandon the worship of other deities, but they were 
to recognize Daniel’s God and remember what he had 
done (v. 27). No wonder that the story closes with 
the statement of Daniel’s prosperity during that 
reign and also on to the reign of Tous. At this 
time Daniel was about eighty years of age. 


Il. The Heart of the Lesson 


“Every effect must have its cause.” Let us look at 
Daniel and try to discover the explanation of his 
splendid integrity. 

1. The Effect. It is striking to notice the repetition 
of the word “found,” for this shows.better than any- 
thing else what Daniel was. (1) He was found 
faithful and without error or fault (v. 4); (2) he 
was found praying (v. 11); (3) he was found inno- 
cent (v. 22); (4) he was found safe (v. 23). This 
is the man as revealed after the most intense scrutiny. 
He comes out of the ordeal absolutely unscathed. 
‘That was a happy mistake .of the old colored 
preacher in reading verse.3, “because an excellent 
spine was in him.” Daniel was a man of moral 
backbone. 

2. The Cause. But now we must discover the 
explanation of this splendid life, and we find it in 
the words, “my God” (v. 22). God was real to him, 
as the king knew by speaking of “thy God” (vs. 16, 
19), and even his enemies recognized this when they 
spoke of “his God” (v. 5). When a man can say 
“my” in relation’to God, it means (1) personal pos- 
session; (2) personal power; (3) personal peace; 
and it was through faith in God that Daniel was 
able to stop the mouths of the lions (Heb. 11: 33). 
The supreme secret of life is “In the beginning 
God” (Gen. 1:1), and the three letters of the Divine 
name suggest the message for us: G, grace; O, 
obedience; .D, delight. The first is the cause; the 
second is the effect; and the third is the result. 

Ill. The Lesson Outlined 
1. The _— Appointment (vs. 1-3; Acts -12: 
I-11), 
. The Significant Appeal (vs. 4-9; Isaiah 12). 
. The Singular Accusation (vs. 10-15; Psa. 37: 

23-37). ’ 

The Serious Anxiety (vs. 16-18; Psa. 34:1-10). 

The oe Assurance (vs. 19-23; 2 Tim. 4: 
7-15). 

The Severe Action (v. 24; Prov. 24: 1-6). 

, — Announcement (vs. 25-27; Psa. 

46). 

IV. Leading Questions 

What was the meaning of “an excellent spirit”? 
(snug, 89, 143.0: 28.) 

What weakness did Darius show by his ready ac- 
ceptance of the proposal? (v. 9; Prov. 26:28; Job 
32:21, 22; 1 Thess. 2:5.) 

What does the Bible say about envy? (Prov. 27:4; 
Eccl. 4: 4.) 

ing did Daniel pray towards Jerusalem? (Psa. 
S27. 

Where else are prayer and thanksgiving associated? 
(1 Thess. 5:17, 18; Col, 1: 3.) 

What other king is suggested by Darius? (Matt. 
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14:9.) 
What other titles can be found besides “the God 
of Daniel”? (Abraham, Jacob, etc.)? What is the 
precise force? 

What does the Bible say of the results of trust? 
(v.23; 1 Chron. 5:20; Psa. 9: 10; Isa, 26: 3, etc.) 

What is the point of “the living God”? (vs. 20, 26; 
Hos. 1:10; Rom. 9: 26; Heb. 10: 31.) 

Wyc irre CoLcece, Toronto. 





SEPTEMBER 8, 1917 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Wireless.—He kneeled upon his knees three times 
a day (v. 10). The years have run and Daniel has 
ripened. “Frosty but kindly.” I am in the “Uncle 
Billy” class myself. I have just had my picture taken. 
That’s it the Times prints sometimes. It is much 
better looking than I am. I sat fif -en times to get 
it so. On the prints I am sending .o those friends 
who want one, this is what I write: 


“ Tho’ I look old yet am I strong and lusty, 
For in my youth I never did apply hot and re- 
bellious liquors to my blood, 
Nor with unbashful forehead woo the means of 
weakness and debility. 
Therefore my age is like a lusty winter, frosty 
but kindly.” 


And so, using the language of the street, the 
Babylonian bunch “set it up on the old man.” They 
used the religious way of him to set their trap. 
With the very same result as usually comes when 
men are such fools as to let the devil sic them on the 
Lord’s faithful children (1 Pet. 3: 12, 13; Deut. 9: 3). 
I am on the cars from Akron to Canton, Ohio, and 
just passed the great Goodyear rubber plant. On top 
of this factory is a wireless station. -The many 
branch houses of this corporation can always be in 
communication with headquarters. Not three times 
a day, but they can “pray” without ceasing. Don’t 
you suppose Heaven is as well organized as any 
rubber factory? When you or any other Daniel use 
the wireless won’t headquarters get it? 


The “Knockers.”—That Daniel (v. 13). That lit- 
tle word “that” put before the name displays better 
than a page the contempt for Daniel in the hearts of 
the king’s courtiers. One of the curses of political 
life is the fact that it is largely a game of dog eat 
dog. Pull the Ups down. Kick the Ins out. To the 
victors belong the spoils. Gladstone was a states- 
man whose windows were always open toward Jeru- 
salem. “That Gladstone!” sneered his enemies. I 
am @&ting in my hotel at Canton, the home of Presi- 
dent McKinley. McKinley’s windows, like those 
of most of our presidents, were always open toward 
Jerusalem. “That McKinley!” sneered the Outs. If 
you are ever so fortunate (or unfortunate) as to get 
up near a “throne” don’t be surprised to find you 
have sharpened the teeth of the pack. And God. help 
you if you are not in uninterrupted communication 
with Headquarters. Otherwise sooner or later they 
will get you. The history of every court and admin- 
istration is full of Daniels thrown to the lions. Read 
Gibbon’s “Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire.” 
The crucifixion was due to the fact that Pilate feared 
the “lions,” and Caiaphas and his crowd knew it. 
Shakespeare in his Henry VIII makes Wolsey to 
voice the same cry of the pack. But Daniel, unlike 
Wolsey, had served his God and king both and was 
not left naked to his enemies, and no conspiracy, no 
intrigue, no cabal, no contempt, can ever harm a 
child of God (Psa. 125: 1-3; 2 Thess. 3:3). (1) 


“Kickin’ Himself.”—The king was sore displeased 
with himself (v. 14, A.V.). Just imagine, if you can, 
a David, an Alexander, a Cesar, a Peter the Great, a 
Frederick, a Napoleon, a William, or any other strong 
ruler letting a cabal of his court trick him into sacri- 
ficing a favorite if he did not want to. The same 
authority and sore displeasure that exerted itself to 
throw them to the lions at the last could have done it 
at the first. Why didn’t the king do it then? Human na- 
ture is ever the same, and so is Oriental politics. 
The king was not sure just how things stood at the 
moment. How far-reaching was this conspiracy? 
He needed a stiffening of the backbone to land him 
on the right side in this sudden emergency. The 
king was weak but he was no fool. It is always the 
wise man who “goes out behind the barn and kicks 


_ himself,” as Uncle Billy Watson says he does ever 


once in a while. The king made the mistake we all 
make. He knew what he had in Daniel. Daniel with 
him stood for the Divine power and he knew Daniel 
got his wisdom from that power. This is why he 
would make Daniel premier. When conspirators came 
with their suggestion why didn’t the king refer the 
matter to Daniel? They were cute enough to ap- 
proach the king upon the side of his pride. That did 
the business. It usually does. This is why you 
don’t refer all things to your premier, Jesus Christ. 
You are so smart you know it all. So every day we 
are “sore displeased” with ourselves (Jas. 1:5). 


Just a Notion.—/s thy God, whom thou servest con- 
tinually, able to deliver thee? (v. 20.) In this old 
“Daniel-in-the-lions’-den” story I have always had my 
own private notion the king was counting upon 
Daniel’s God to deliver him. This conviction that 
God was with this member of the enslaved race was 
the reason Daniel was exalted to so high a plate in 
the kingdom. With such a man as Daniel there 
would undoubtedly be mary an event that demon- 
strated a divine power working with him. No doubt 
all the dark arts of Oriental diplomacy had been used 
to get rid of the hated favorite before this last des- 
perate and dangerous attempt of the lesson. Daniel’s 
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God had probably saved him from the 
poison and the dagger more times than 
one. And the king would likely know of 
such things. And when this last effort 
to get rid of the man who stood in their 
crooked way was sprung, and the king 
saw how the conspirators had brought in 
that old Median law, who knows but the 
king and his premier may have done a 
little “setting up” on their own account? 
Read the story over again, and remem- 
ber that man is ever the same since God 
first made him, and see what you think 
about it. If Daniel was anything he was 
a man close to God and trusted in Him. 
And he was also “next” to the king. 
When “kings” are joined to Daniels, the 
best laid plans of mice and men gang 
oft agley (Prov. 1:17, marg. 18). 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
] School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. o not 
submit ihusteations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a two-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


other verses than the 


stand a better chan 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Daniel in n.—When Daniel knew 
that the writing was signed, he. . 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, 
as he did aforetime (v. 10). A little 
Japanese boy, the child of Christian pa- 
rents, had been attending Sunday-school 
most regularly. One day his father re- 
ceived a letter from the boy’s grand- 
father saying that he hated Christianity, 
and that the child must be prevented at 
all costs from becoming a Christian. If 
the parents did not prevent this, the 
child should not inherit the family 
money. The parents were much’ dis- 
tressed about the letter, but determined 
to leave it to the boy to make his own 
choice, So the father called the child, 
and after telling him of his grand- 
father’s command, asked him what he 
would do. The child looked up at once 
into his father’s face and answered: 
“Whatever my grandfather says, I must 
serve the true God. I have been learn- 
ing about Daniel who always stood firm 
for God, and I am going to be like him.” 
—From the Church Monthly. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. . 


Too Much to Do Not to Pray.—Three 
times a day, and prayed (v. 10). Martin 
Luther, when once asked by his friends 
what his plans for the following day 
were, answered: “Work, work from 
early until late. In fact, I have so much 
to do that I shall spend the first three 
hours in prayer.”"—Sent by Mary E. 
Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 


His Deepest Joy.—He kneeled upon 
his knees three times a day, and prayed, 
and gave thanks beforc his God, as he 
did aforetime (v. 10). A friend of 
mine, a Christian minister, at the height 
of the Welsh revival, was approached 
by a humble saint in his church and 
asked the question: “Can you guess 
what is the happiest time I have in re- 
ligion?” My friend said, “Why, we are 
all as happy as we can be during these 
revival days, and at our prayer-meetings 
night after night.” The old man replied, 
“Well, that is true, but I was not think- 
ing about that. Try again.” “Then,” 
said my friend, “it must be when you 
are at prayer.” “You are getting near 
it now,” said the old man, “but it is not 
exactly when I pray. It is when I have 
done praying, and God and I are just 
chatting.” Daniel had gone deep enough 
into “the practise of the presence of 
God” to have this kind of silent dia- 
logue with his Father in heaven.—From 
the Rev. H. Elvet Lewis, in the Chris- 
tian Age. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 


Maintaining the Connection.—And 
when Daniel knew that the writing was 
signed, he went into his house (now his 
windows were open in his chamber 
toward Jerusalem): and he kneeled upon 
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his knees three times a day, and prayed, 
and gave thanks before his God, as he 
did aforetime (v.10). “It was the cool- 
est piece of work I ever saw,” said a 
British officer. A newspaper despatch 
tells‘us what he saw. “A shell came 
from the Prussian side, which blew up 
in a trench and cut a telegrapli line to 
pieces. The next moment a_signaler 
dashed through with a layer of wire in 
his hand, t € pincers between his teeth, 
and quite an armory of other tools in 
his pocket. Then with shot and shell 
playing around him he began to relay 
the broken telegraph wire, fixed it up, 
walked calmly back to his original spot, 
wiped from his face the mud and dust 
with which it was covered, relit his pipe, 
and awaited his next job.” The same 
| despatch says that we have not yet real- 
ized the bravery and skill of the tele- 
graph section of the Royal Engineers, 
Whose work is to organize victory “b 
acting as the ears of the British army.” 
“Under no circumstances whatever must 
communications between the artillery 
and the infantry sections be interrupted 
for a moment, for that might mean dis- 
aster to the whole army.” To maintain 
the connection, at any cost, and at any 
time of night or day, is the signaler’s 
duty. Daniel was one of those heroic 
signalers who, at no matter what the 
cost to himself, maintained the-connec- 
tion between heaven and earth. The 
Bible, from cover to cover, is a record 
of the bravery and skill, the heroism and 
self-sacrifice of such Royal Engineers. 
Without them God’s communication 
with men would be cut off.—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Emma 
C. Campbell, Williamsport, Pa. (2) 


When Lions Are Impotent.—And they 
brought Daniel, and cast him into the 
den of lions (v. 16). If a man for con- 
science sake, for Christ’s sake, defies the 
world, there seems to be nothing for it 
but the den of lions. That appears to 
be the issue; but it is not. Whenever 
the world throws a man to the lions, he 
always falls into the hands of the living 
God. And whatever happens, he is safe 
there. As far as Daniel was concerned, 
these lions had no teeth and no claws. 
They could not raise a growl between 
them. The world cannot breed a lion 
that God cannot tame.—From “The Pil- 
grim Church,” by P. C. Ainsworth. 
Sent by S. Edwards, Plattsville, Can. (3) 


Making Sure of “Safety First.”—/s 
thy God, wham thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee? (v. 20.) worker 
from New York who was visiting Eliada 
Orphanage was one day telling the chil- 
dren how in that great city they had 
“Safety First” put up everywhere to 
keep people from danger. On hearing 
this, one fittle fellow spoke up and said: 
“Down here we have ‘God First.’” Per- 
haps the boy did not fully realize how 
true it is that the greater includes the 
lesser. He who puts God first in his 
life is assured of safety. The Most 
High becomes his habitation, and no evil 
shall befall him.—Adapted from an ad- 
dress by one of the Eliada Orphanage 
workers. Sent by Roy Harris, Toronto, 
Can. The prize & this week is awarded 
to this illustration. (4) 


wé 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Tesus, 
why is it that we should be afraid to take 
our stand with thee? Thou art our strength, 
thou art our life. Where can we find power 
and security apart from thee? Save us, we 
pray thee, from the sin of seeking our own 
safety instead of thy will. Help us to stand 
squarely for the right at all times. May no 
sudden danger lead us into the folly and sin 
of seeking safety in any disobedience to thy 
will. Lord, impress upon us to-day the les- 
son of old-time faithfulness that thou hast 
privileged us to study, and grant that in 
these days we may be none-the-less faithful 
than thy children of old. In thy dear name. 

men. 


After the Lesson.—Don’t make the 
mistake of supposing that the dens of 
lions have all been done away with. We 
may think that this lesson about Daniel 
belongs to a time that has long ago passed, 





in all that it might mean of splendid 





courage. Let me tell you thet there are 
thousands of young fellows to-day at 
home, in the army camps, and at the 
front, who again and again have got 
to take their stand just as strongly as 
Daniel ever did in what they believe God 
wants them to do. ; 

It’s not an easy thing to be willing to 
stand alone for God in the thick of 
temptations when other folks all around 
you are going just the other way. But 
that’s exactly what we must be ready 
to do when an acquaintance, or the 
crowd that we go with, or the whole 
neighborhood thinks that we are all 
wrong, when we decide to be alone, if 
necessary, in doing right . 

You might as well make up your mind 
that you’re not going to go very far 
without coming upon a den of lions of 
some kind. The question is not whether 
you can find a road where there are 
none, but what are you going to do about 
it when you do face the lions? Why, 
my dear fellow, God knew all about 
lions long before you were born, and he 
knows how to shut their mouths and to 
protect you from them. Hadn’t you bet- 
ter just go ahead and trust him, and let 
the lions do their worst? 
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WHY SHOULD | FEAR? 











Why, indeed? Only when I do not 
quite trust God do I fear the lions in 
my way. Let’s ask God to-day to give 
us a new courage. Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“The angel of the Lord.” 

“ My faith looks up to thee.” 
“He leadeth me.” 

“Am I a soldier of the cross?” 
“We have an anchor.” 

“T shall not be moved.” 

“ God will take care ef you.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 

Psalm 34: 1-10 (72: 1-3). 

Psalm 37 : 34-40 (79: 3, §, 6). 

Psalm 3x: 1, 2, 11-18 (73: 1, 9, 14, 21). 
Psalm 5: 11, 12 (9: 1, 2). 

Psalm o1 : 1-16 (184: 1-4). 


4 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HAT the king should have no dam- 
age (v. 2). The appointment of the 
other officials might be partly due to 
family importance and social influence, 
but that of an alien Jew could only be 
by the express authority of the king. 
The one object of such an official 
was to protect the king’s interest and so 
be upheld in his position. Similarly, the 
Turkish government sometimes  ap- 
pointed an Oriental Christian as secre- 
tary to the local governor, or as a chief 
accountant in the Custom-house. He 
knew that his presence was an annoy- 
ance to the Moslem clerks, and that he 
was especially watched with regard to 
accepting oy bribes from his co-re- 
ligionists so that the tax might be evaded 
or reduced. For the last quarter of a 
century, such an official was a chief ac- 
countant in the Beirut Custom-house, 
and one of his pet opportunities for the 
display of zeal and vexatious tyranny 
was in dealing with the articles in a 
mission box of dolls and clothing sent 
for the school children. He delighted 
to pounce upon any doll with a silk cap 
or satin dress, or a little chemise with 
some ornamentation of silk thread 
around the neck. He set apart such 
things for taxation, declaring that the 
imperial concession took no cognizance 
of such luxuries, and was shocked that 
the missionaries should attempt to trade 
upon the trustful benevolence of the 
government. 
His windows were open in his cham- 
ber toward Jerusalem (v. 10). The re- 
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ligion of the Oriental is not merely a 
matter of personal faith, but a bond of 
national union and co-operation for the 
welfare of the people of that faith. 
Jerusalem was the place where God had 
set his name, and it was therefore the 
meeting-place of all supplication and 
hopes of deliverance. Similarly Mos- 
lems, whether in China, Indi South 
Africa, or in mid-ocean turn in the reci- 
tation of their appointed prayers to- 
yes Mecca, the chief shrine of their 
aith. 


And cast him into the den of lions 
(v. 16). In a rocky gorge between 
Jerusalem and the Dead Sea there is a 
monastery called Mar Saba, the lion 
saint, or the canonized lion. Tradition 
tells that close to the site of the monas- 
tery there was an anchorite cave in 
which a saint lived, and every night a 
lion came and shared the cell with him. 
In this monastery lived the monk 
Stephanus who wrote in Latin the 
hymn, “Art thou weary, art thou lan- 
guid?” 

ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 








[ Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE anp Review.—To-day’s story 

is tl.. last of several about Daniel 
or his three companions. Each relates 
a victory over a severe test. The first 
was physical, when Daniel and _ his 
friends refused the king’s dainties and 
wine during their training to be his 
helpers. Repeat, Daniel purposed in his 
heart, etc. 

The mental test and victory came 
when Daniel told to King Nebuchad- 
nezzar the dream which he had forgot- 
ten and its meaning (see chapter two). 

The religious tests came separately: 
the first time to Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abed-nego, who refused to bow down to 
worship the great golden image which 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. The vic- 
tory was shown in their deliverance 
from the fiery furnace. No hurt, was 
found upon them. (Repeat Psalm 
34:7.) Because they refused to do 
wrong the first time it was easier to 
refuse the second time. Repeat, 
“Every time that we yield to temptation, 

It is easier for us to do wrong; 

Every time we resist temptation, 

It is easier for us to be strong.” 


-Daniel’s religious test and victory are 
described in to-day’s story. 

Lesson Teaching.—God’s care is round 
about his children. (Same as last Sun- 
day.) 

Lesson Story.—Many years went by. 
Daniel and his friends helped King 
Nebuchadnezzar in many ways. Daniel 
helped him to understand strange dreams, 
which came true (see chapter 4). 

When Nebuchadnezzar died and Bel- 
shazzar became king, Daniel was one of 
h’s wise men. One time during a great 
feast, Daniel helped Belshazzar to un- 
derstand the meaning of some strange 
writing which appeared on the wall of 
the banquet-room. (Suggest that the 
children request their parents to read 
to them the story about Belshazzar, 
chapter 3.) 

After him Darius became king. He 
was growing old and so was Daniel, 
who had been such a wise helper to 
several kings. Kang Darius soon found 
out what a good smart man Daniel was. 
He wanted him for his chief helper. 

Darius was king over many provinces, 
with a governor in each province. 
Darius chose three presidents to rule 
over the governors, and he wanted to 
make Daniel the chief of the three 
presidents next to the king himself. 

The presidents and governors dis- 
liked Daniel because King Darius chose 
him for his chief helper and honored 
him. They tried to catch Daniel in 


some wrong-doing that he might be 
punished. Daniel was so faithful, hon- 





est, and true that no one could find any 
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fault in him. God helped Daniel to 
choose and do the right. 

At last his enemies said, We can never 
catch him doing wrong, but we can find 
fault with the way he worships his God. 
Daniel never had forgotten what he had 
learned as a boy in Jerusalem before the 
captives were carried to Babylon. 
Although so many years had passed 
since then, Daniel remembered his 
home-land and the worship of his own 
true God. 

Three times a day, with his window 
‘open toward Jerusalem as if he could 
see across the many hundreds of miles 
between Babylon and Jerusalem, Daniel 
knelt to pray for his people, the Jews, 
and for the time to come when God 
would allow his people to go back to 
Jerusalem to live. Daniel prayed also 
that in the strange land where they had 
lived so long the Jews might be faithful. 
Perhaps he prayed quietly, perhaps he 
prayed aloud. The faultfinders knew 
pest his habits. They planned to catch 

im. 

They persuaded King Darius to for- 
bid for thirty days all prayers, except to 
the king, and to sign the decree (vs. 
7-9). Daniel heard about it, but was 
brave enough to pray to God as he had 
always done. 

The men watched and listened and 
found him praying. They gladly told 
King Darius, who was greatly surprised 
and so sorry to learn that he had signed 
a law so that Daniel would have to be 
cast into a den of lions. King Darius 
could not change the decree, but he could 
talk to Daniel and tell him how sorry he 
was and that he hoped that Daniel’s 
God would be strong enough to deliver 
him from harm. 

Daniel was cast into the den of lions. 
He must have watched and prayed all 
night. He knew that God could save 
him or take him to heaven. God heard 
his prayer. God sent his angel to shut 
the lions’ mouths. “The angel of Je- 
hovath encampeth round about them that 
fear him and delivereth them.” 

King Darius could not eat nor sleep 
nor listen to music that night. Very 
early he hurried to the den of lions and 
called, O Daniel, etc. (v. 20). The king 
was happy when Daniel answered (vs. 
21, 22). Daniel was taken from the den 
of lions, and the faultfinders were pun- 
ished. No hurt was found on Daniel. 

Expression.—Sing, 

“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere. 

He cares for me.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28 
cents.) 


Peoria, ILt. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Pre-eminence.—A young girl was sent 
far away from home to college. She 
was a_ stranger, so she was not 
“rushed” or “bid” to a sorority, as were 
the élite among the freshmen girls. In 
the course of a few months her excep- 
tional ability and character began to 
have effect. She was a revelation both 
to professors and students. She be- 
came so popular that the sorority girls 
decided something must be done. (1) 

It was unthinkable that an Indepen- 
dent should attain to the social position 
that this girl was fast approaching, and 
it was madness to expect to entice her 
into a sorority now that she had estab- 
lished herself without the aid of any of 
them. In some way it was learned that 
the girl’s parents did not approve of 
secret societies, so this information was 
put to the greatest possible use by the 
social leaders to influence the members 
of fraternities to drop her. But it 
worked as a boomerang—the boys rea- 
soned that if she was not permitted to 
join the sorority they would see to it 
that she “got all that was coming to 
her” anyway! Her senior year was a 
continuous triumph, and the way those 
girls muffed their claws and purred 
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attack of self when his vanity got the 
better of his common sense (v. 9), and 
he made a fool of himself. A young 
matron recently had such an attack. Her 
devoted husband had during their few 
years of life together done everything 
in his power to make her happy. She 
was most extravagant and exacting, but 
he never complained and always seemed 
happy in humoring every whim. Last 
winter she developed an indisposition 
and insisted that she must go to a 
warmer climate. Distressed over her 
condition, the husband sent her to 
Florida. As her reports of her health 
were not reassuring he finally decided 
to go to see her, and in order to give 
her a pleasant surprise he gave no hint 
of his intention. Upon arrival he 
found her “doing society” on a large 
scale, posing as a widow and carrying 
on several flirtations. He returned im- 
mediately and instituted a suit for di- 
vorce (which was granted) and now she 
is a clerk in a cheap store. 

We are all victims of chronic self, 
which breaks out periodically in acute 
form at the instigation of the devil, and 
we cannot handle the trouble by any 
simple home remedies of our own con- 
coction,—will power, generosity, educa- 
tion, culture. It takes an operation by 
the great Surgeon,—the removal of our 
tainted life and the infusion of His per- 
fect life. The earlier the operation, the 
sooner the relief for all parties. 

Faith.—Daniel’s faith during this 
ordeal was glorious and just such as we 
expect from such a godly person, but 
let us note Darius’ faith after his se- 
vere lesson. We all admire a person 
who acknowledges his wrong-doings and 
w' o faces about before the whole world. 
So we admire Darius for the faith he 
displayed (vs. 23-25). Will we emulate 
his example? 


Home Study for New Week’s Lesson 
Read Daniel 9: 3-19 

1. What was Daniel’s attitude as he 
—— Jehovah in this prayer? 

Vv. 3. 

2. What do girls usually put first in 
their prayers,—confession or request? 

3. Pick out all the phrases of thanks- 
giving and praise in this prayer. 

4. What reason does Daniel give for 
asking the restitution of his people, etc. ? 
(.s. 18, 19.) 

5. What reasons can we offer God 
for asking blessing upon ourselves or 
upon our wayward friends? 





6. Can any girl pray effectively? If 
so, upon what conditions? 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Making Good.—Of whom Daniel was 
one (v. 2). “Why does a balloon go 
up?” asked teacher at the start. (1) 

“Because it’s got ‘go-up’ stuff in it,” 
grinned Bulldog Jones. 

Teacher said the same is true of boys. 
That fellow Daniel, who wouldn’t touch 
the king’s wine, but insisted on a regu- 
lar training table, when it came to the 
final examinations with his set of tem- 
perance cranks led the whole college, 
just as his sort do now in school, ath- 
letics, big business, and war. The bot- 
tle sinks more lives than any other sub- 
marine. Daniel had the “go-up” stuff in 
him, and was promoted from one posi- 
ticn to another, till in to-day’s lesson, 
as an old man, he becomes the king’s 
highest cabinet officer; sort of Secre- 
tary of State, Treasury, and Interior, 
with two assistants and one hundred 
and twenty state deputies. That was 
going some for a_ war prisoner, 
wasn’t it? (2) 

Standing In.—Then the presidents and 
the satraps sought to find occasion 
against Daniel (v. 4). Sure they did. 
He O.-K.’d all the tax receipts, and 
they soon found he wouldn’t stand for 
any graft. They had always “knocked 
down” taxes and “shaken down” the 
gamblers, and if Daniel didn’t let them 
have their “pickin’s” how were they go- 
ing to live decent, with the high cost of 
living all the time going up? So Daniel 
had a fight on his hands because he 
wouldn’t stand in with the gang. I 
guess it will be that way with anybody 
who tries to be square. Look how they 
had County Attorney Horsely arrested 
the other day for cursing the flag, just 
because he is fighting the gamblers. No 
one is more loyal than “Big Bill,” and the 
Federal Court will be his lions’ den. (3) 


A Bad Break.—_W herefore king 
a signed the writing and the decree 

v. 9). 
in it. Signing that law without finding 
out what was back of it was worse than 
signing a recommend for a book agent 
without reading it. Teacher thinks 
when anybody is dead anxious to have 
you do something you’d better inyesti- 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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around her was exceedingly ridicu- 
lous. (2) 
Self.—Darius experienced an acute 
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te a little, till 
k of all this “live forever” stuff. (4) 
“When Darius found out what a trap 
he had walked into, why didn’t he smash 
it all up?” shouted Bulldog. (5) 
Teacher said that would have been the 
right thing to do. “A bad promise is 
better broken than kept.” He told. us 
about old Herod, and how he had John 
the Baptist’s head chopped off, rather 
than break a half-drunken promise made 
to a dancing girl. He thinks Daniel was 
far more kingly than Darius, for he 
dared to do right, no matter what might 
come. (6) 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Daniel 9: 3-19 
Give each boy a typewritten copy of 
a brief story made up of-facts from the 
quarter’s lessons, but containing many 
glaring misstatements. This story should 
not cover all the lessons, but just enough 
to show the chief events in_Judah’s cap- 
tivity, bringing in especially the boy 
characters, Each boy is to correct the 
mistakes in the story, and see next 
Sunday who found the most. 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





f Children at Home 








Snow-White’s Puppies 
By Daisy D. Stephenson 


HERE never was a prouder mother 

than Snow-White. She was as 
pretty and dainty a Spitz as ever 
guarded her master’s house; and every 
one of her eight babies looked exactly 
like her. 

Gladys, the seven-year-old daughter 
of the house, did not see how she could 
find time to go to school after the 
fluffy puppies began to roll around 
and play. How could she keep her 
mind on lessons when she was always 
+} thinking of ‘white puppies, and names 
for them? 

One morning when she was saying 
her “two times table” she surprised 
teacher by exclaiming, “ Four 
times two are eight—and oh, Miss poy! 
that’s just as many doggies as we have 
at home— four times two—and they 
are all white!” 

The children were delighted, of 
course, and then they began thinking 
of four times two white puppies, until 
wise Miss Joy decided: “Gladys, if 
yeur mother wouldn’t mind having 
some callers who will promise to stay 
only a few minutes, I might bring the 
children over after school.” 

Mind it! Gladys’ mother declared 
she “would just love to have her little 
girl’s teacher and schoolmates come,” so 
that afternoon Snow-White held a re- 
ception, and introduced her babies to a 
score. of excited, admiring boys and 
girls. 

Gladys’ mother served refreshments 
tc the puppies—that means milk—and 
theugh they looked fat enough already, 
they meant to grow and grow, so thcy 
made it a rule to-eat every time they 
had a chance. Snow-White sat on 
guard, while her children lapped up the 
milk with their little pink tongues; and 
they were in such a hurry that they 
didn’t count the pans at all. Each began 
cn the lunch nearest him, and when all 
had finished there was one pan still un- 
tuuched. But the fattest puppy found it, 
and when he had put away all that milk 
he couldn’t walk—so he just curled up 
tor a nap right there! The school chil- 
dren enjoyed it all nearly as much as if 
they had been treated to ice-cream cones, 

The puppies were named on the spot: 
and it took twenty minutes, and all of 
the twenty children and Miss Joy to do 
it The puppies thought it was all non- 
sense, but their mother knew it had to 
happen sooner or later, and besides she 
| thought it might help her in calling her 
| babies. 
| The two puppies that had lunched with 
ia pan of milk all to themselves were 
| named Snowball and Silver. Then came 

Fluff and Happy, Wiggles and Wag, 
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LESSON FOR SEPT 23 (Daniel 6) 


get into the group. 
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Tiny and Laddie. Then Miss Joy tookaj| And not a single pupil in Miss Joy’s 
picture of the happy puppy family, and | room ever forgot what four times two 
two of Gladys’ chickens simply ran to | are. 


Denver, Covo. 
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Home Department Questions 
Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


Should the Home Department magazine be 
or monthly? 
LTHOUGH there is something to be 
said for each I prefer the former. 
The latter necessarily means larger cost 


‘and greatly increased work, three calls 


instead of one. It may, of course, be 
fairly claimed that this work, if faith- 
fully done, is so much clear gain in every 
way. Yet in most cases it is sufficiently 
dificult to get competent Visitors 
enough for'a quarterly call, and if they 
are over-burdened they drop out the 
sooner. To have fewer Visitors would 
do more harm than good. And to send 
around the magazine part of the time by 
boys or girls does not strike me as a 
good arrangement. By far the larger 
number of schools have quarterlies and 
not monthlies. 





Will you suggest some methods for in- 
creasing the membership in the Mome De- 
partment? 


HE answer might be briefly stated— 

“Go after them.” This plan has never 
yet failed. Perhaps we should add— 
“Keep going.” Let it be a constant and 
systematic effort. Keep in touch with 
the secretary of the school for the 
mames of new scholars in the main 
school. Get the names of those who 
come into church membership, but if you 
do not seé them joining the school, get 
the reason and urge membership in 
some department. sk your members 
to invite their friends to join, or better 
still, to go with you to call on the 
friends and both together secure the 
new members. Do not be satisfied if 
one member of a household is a member 
of your Department, let your aim be, 
“every member of each household a 
member of some department of our 
school.” See to it that the Visitors are 
not burdened with too large groups of 
members, then you can expect them to 
add to their group. Keep both Visitors 
and members interested and busy. 





Our Home Department is nearly ten years 
old. The usual changes take place in mem- 
bership, the total number keeping about the 
same. There is nothing to stimulate inter- 
est; in other words, we have gotten into a 
rut. What would you suggest to bring 
about an awakening? 


ILE there is necessary routine 
work connected with every Home 
Department, there is also a fine oppor- 
tunity for introducing varied methods, 
and maintaining an active interest on 
the part of officers and members. If 
the Home Department is connected with 
a live school, be sure to study the pro- 
gress the school is making and keep the 
Home Department in line. Plan to make 
it fit into the work of the school in each 
department. It often happens that new 
Visitors will bring new life to a de- 
partment. It may be best to make some 
changes in the grouping of members, 
smaller classes or groups, and more 
Visitors. Put a little more study into 
the Visitors’ meetings, that they may be 
times of real refreshing to those who go 
from the meeting to take up the impor- 
tant task of representing the Bible 
school in the homes. 

Be sure that your department sub- 
scribes for all available literature pub- 
lished for the Home Department, also 
that these are faithfully studied for 
suggestions and workable ideas. Some 


departments have a committee composed 








of both Visitors and members, whose 
business it is to study new methods and 
be ready to present at the meetings such 
as would be practical Remember 
always that your Home Department can- 
not stand still, and if it makes the pro- 
gress it should, it will be of increasin 

value to the school and church as well. 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


I am now teaching my third training class. 
In following up those who have graduated 
under me during the past five years I find 
that some have never been willing to teach 
a class regularly. What should we expect 
of teacher-training graduates? 


] A LETTER to the teacher-training 
graduates of Westmoreland County, 
Pennsylvania, the Rev. Charles L. Noss, 
President of the County Alumni: Asso- 
ciation, makes these suggestions that the 
work of the alumni is: 

“1. Primarily to teach. If not given 
a regular assignment at once, be on the 
‘waiting list.’ Be at the beck and call 
of the superintendent. That is only the 
part of simple gratitude and passion for 
service. 

“2. Enlist recruits for teacher-training 
classes. This can be done individuall 
and also by organization. As a teacher- 
training graduate, go tell your friends 
how much the study has. done for. you. 
Advertise the value of the course; be a 
booster for it; help your Sunday-school 
officers to enrol members in the class; 
give a word of encouragement to those 
now taking the course; carry your en- 
thusiasm with you, and you, in a large 
fheasure, will be helpful to the cause. 

“3. Have a mind and heart that go 
beyond the confines of your school. 
Think what your influence can render 
as a service to the uplift of the teaching 
quality in your community and county. 
To this end, give your hearty co-oper- 
ation to the County and State Alumni 
Association, We are: perfecting plans 
to get every graduate in teacher-training 
ir.to the Association, the aim of which 
is to stimulate interest in training of 
teachers and create enthusiasm. The 
challenge is here made to you to be with 
us. We count upon you to get into this 
growing work. Give us your hearty 
‘Amen’ to it.” 





Our teachers have fully decided that our 
school should provide a course in teacher- 
training. We are not clear as to who should 
be invited to join such a class. 


HERE are several classes of church 

people who should be considered in 
planning your teacher-training work. 
First of all, the present teachers need 
all the help a teacher-training course 
can give them. As they are occupied 
during the Sunday-school session, the 
class for these workers must be held 
before or after some regular Sunday 
service, Or on an evening during the 
week. 

Another class to keep in mind are the 
people who shrink from teaching a Sun- 
day-school because they .are conscious 
of their lack of Bible knowledge and 
have no confidence in their ability to 
teach what they do know. Among 
them are many devoted Christians who 
through the training course would be 
encouraged to teach God’s. Word. 

Every Sunday-school should have a 
training class meeting at the regular 
Sunday-school period. This class may 
be made up of picked girls and boys of 





about sixteen years of e, or the 
training course may be taken by the 
entire senior department of the school. 
Another meth is to give the pupils 
the option of entering the teacher- 
training department or the upper teens 
Bible class after leaving the intermedi- 
ate department. The definiteness of the 
training course makes a strong appeal 
at this age, and will be most helpful in 
holding young people in the school. 
The training class for prospective 
teachers is most important to the fu- 
ture of the school. 





Ask Marion Lawrance 





Pennsylvania.—Please advise what you 
consider the best book for a Sunday-school 
superintendent on organization, etc.—J. I. M. 


| WOULD recommend three good 
books for you to read: “The Super- 
intendent,” by Brown (Methodist Book 
Concern, New York, 50 cents); “The 
Church School,” by Athearn (The Pil- 
grim Press, Boston, $1 net) ; “The Sun- 
day School of To-Day,” by Smith 
(Fleming H. Revell Co. New York, 
$1.25 a. ; 

Mr, Lawrance himself has written one 
of the best books on organization: “The 
Sunday School Organized for Service” 
(Pilgrim Press, oston; boards, 50 
cents; cloth, 75 cents). 





Nebraska.—Will you please inform me how 
a Sunday-school class of university students 
could best set the example of reverence be- 
fore a whole Sunday-school body in which 
lack of reverence is very much in evidence? 
Is there any “reverence” campaign which it 
(the university class) might inaugurate saic- 
cessfully ?—W. E. A. 


‘¥~ best way to teach reverence in 
the church is to be reverent in the 
church. Since yours is a_ university 
class, I am glad to recommend to you 
a book by a university man, Professor 
Hugh Hartshorne. The book is entitled 
“The Manual for Training in Worship.” 
(Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 
City, $1.) 

However, if your class of young peo- 
ple will recognize their responsibility 
before the whole school, and assume an 
attitude and manner of reverence, the 
effect upon the school will be irresistible. 
It is not a matter of books—it is a mat- 
ter of heart. 





California.—I teach a class of little girls in 
the fifth and sixth grades. I wish I could 
get the co-operation of the parents in se- 
curing regular attendance. 

A young girl, who is now a school-teacher 
and who has been out of high school for two 
years, has a very unruly class of boys next 
to my class. Not only do they disturb my 
class, but they disturb the entire school. 
She thinks as I do, that there should be a 
parent-teacher organization as there is in 
the public schools. Our idea was to have a 
reception given to the parents by the 
teachers of the Sunday-school, and in the 
written invitations mailed to each home have 
the object of the meeting frankly stated. 
Such an organization ought to be the logical 
outgrowth of “Mother’s Day” and “Father’s 
Day.” 

I attended the meeting of the Sunday- 
school Board and at the request of the su- 
perintendent outlined the plan. The super- 
intendent said it might be well to have it, 
and the pastor said there should be a close 
bond between the home and the school—and 
no action was taken. What can this other 
girl and I do?—M. U. 


oo schools find it very profitable 
to send monthly reports to the pa- 
rents. This report should say some- 
thing like this: “This is to let you 
know that your (son or daughter, giv- 
ing name) was present every Sunday 
during the month of——, was punctual, 
with an offering, each Sunday, and gave 
good attention to the lesson”; or, the 
report might be that the scholar “at- 
tended the school only twice last month, 
was tardy both Sundays, brought no 
offering, and was disorderly.” The pa- 
rents are very glad to get this kind of 
information,. and it induces them to 
take a larger interest in the Sunday- 
school. 

You may possibly know of a Parents’ 
Department in the Sunday-school. This 











503 


is coming to be adopted more and more, 
though as yet has not become general. 
Fathers and mothers are invited into 
this department, and there they study 
various problems connected with the 
raising of their children, conducting 
their home-life in relation to the chil- 
dren, and so on. Of course, the parents 
who need it least are the ones most 
likely to attend. 

The written invitation mailed to the 
home ought to bring a attendance. 
Ycu should have your pastor present 
and your superintendent, if ssible, 
and have them state plainly what you 
are trying to do. I would keep at it 
until this thing was brought about. Of 
course, your pastor and superintendent 
are both busy men, but there is no rea- 
son why they should not give attention 
to the very important feature of the 
work to which you have called attention. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








‘i family altar can be a place of 
transformation if we but let it. I 
read recently of a woman who was very 
much aggrieved because her pastor had 
not called on her as often as she thought 
he should have done. She denounced 
the pastor without hesitation and that 
before her boys. “Do you pray for 
your pastor at family prayers?” she was 
asked. “Why, no,” she said, “we used to, 
but not now because we are not as fond 
of him as we once were.” It was sug- 
gested that that might be a reason: for 
praying for him. She promised to do 
so, and very soon there was a changed 
attitude in that home to the pastor and 
the church. Many things are seen in a 
new light when brought to the altar of 
God. Hard feelings towards our lead- 
ers could hardly exist if we prayed 
oftener for them. 





September 17 to 23 


Mon.—Dan. 5: 1-12. 
Wall. 

The finger of fiery terror which went 
circling round and round wrote with 
the sharp tip of flame the doom of the 
king. God had interfered. Noise, rev- 
elry, and high feasting cannot shut Him 
out. When the hand shot out from the 
sleeve of darkness the doom of thé king 
was sealed. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: Praise God for 
the privilege and blessing of family 


Ghe Sanday Schoo! Times 


Philadelphia, September 8, 1917 
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worship. Pray for homes which do not 
observe it, and that you may be guided 
to know how to carry to such the 
knowledge of Christ and his Word; for 
all efforts to spread the influence of the 
Morning Watch. 


Tues.—Dan. 5: 13-27. 
preted. 

The man of God had no difficulty in 
interpreting the meaning of the mys- 
terious words. There is no word of pity 
in the sentence; it is one of unrelieved 
gloom. The self-same message comes 
to all, and upon our relation to Christ 
depends the nature of the interpreta- 
tion. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray to be 
taught how to read clearly all God’s 
dealings; that affliction, suffering, and 
adversity may be accepted as his min- 
isters for good; for patience, longsuffer- 
ing, meekness, and every grace that shall 
beautify the profession of Christ. Pray 
for the smoothing of all rough corners 
so that we may be pleasant to live with. 


Wed.—Dan. 6: 1-9. A Wicked Plot. 


Happy is he of whom his bitterest 
enemies have no ground of censure save 
in that he walks according to the law 
of his God, If -we are Christians we 
are bound by the very name to live so 
that men shall be in no doubt as to the 
reality of our profession. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who minister to our daily comfort. 
Think of those in our homes who make 
life glad by self-sacrificing efforts on 
our behalf. Pray for ability to seize 
upon opportunities of service which 
others pass by; for eagerness for our 
Lord’s grand reward, “Well done.” 
Thurs.—Dan. 6: 10-23. Daniel in the Lions’ 

Den. 

Daniel is more at rest among lions 
than Darius in his palace. “Better to be 
the victim than the doer of injustice.” 
Simple trust in God brings divine help 
and faith in God will muzzle the gaping 
beasts of prey. The miracle of Daniel’s 
deliverance is repeated to all who have 
Daniel's faith. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
missionaries in the war zone that their 
lives may be spared the horrors which 
unfailingly appear in war-swept regions; 
that they may be kept in perfect peace 
and may know the joy of the Lord in 
every hour of danger; for those stations 
which the missionaries have been com- 
pelled to leave. 

Fri.—Dan. 7: 1-8. Vision of Four Beasts. 


The vision of the four beasts would 
seem to answer to the great image of 
the second chapter and suggests a con- 
dition of things in the world wherein it 
will be easy for that man of sin, “the 
God-opposing, haughty spirit of the 
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world,” to find his intensest develop- 
ment. 


Prayer SuGcEsTIons: Take a view of 
the world condition before praying and 
look at the devastation and ruin wrought 
everywhere by this awful war. Pray for 
the nations. It would seem there is and 
can be no hope of a restoration of world 
peace without divine intervention; for 
the men of all armies heart-sick and 
weary of war. 


Sat.—Dan. 7: 9-14. The Ancient of Days. 


The expression, “Ancient of days,” 
peculiar to Daniel, and appears here B. 
-_ first time. No doubt the Everlast- 

Father ‘in the capacity of Judge is 
euieved to. The scene is very solemn 
ond awe-inspiring. The heart of the 
child of God can be at rest since the 
Judge shall do right. 


Prayer Svuacestions: Let special 
prayer be made for the United States in 
these days of awful suspense, -anxiety, 
and grief. Pray that the motto, “In God 
we trust,” may be the true statement of 
the attitude of the nation. Pray for the 
President and his Cabinet that divine 
wisdom mar de given them. 

Sun.—Dan. 7: 15-28. The Kingdom Estab- 
lished. 

Daniel’s words and record implied 
much more than Daniel himself knew at 
the time. The power, universality and 
perpetuity of the kingdom are among 
its chief characteristics. Surely we are 
drawing near to the end-time when the 
kingdoms of this world shall be lost 
in the kingdom which shall never pass 
away. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
who are suffering from this cruel war. 
For the fatherless children and homes 
bereft of dear ones; for soldiers dying 
on battlefields, 


for sailors and’ mine sweepers. 


world may be healed, 
Forest Huts, L, I. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, September 23 


How We Should Work Together 
(John 17: 20-26). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Work with God (Mark 16: 14-20). 

Tues.—Co-operation in prayer (Exod. 17: 
10-16). 

Wed.—Building a school (2 Kings 6: 1-7). 

Thurs.—Division of labor (Neh. 4 : 12-23). 

Fri.--Evangelistic team-work (Luke 9: 


1-6) 
Sat.—The spirit of co-operation (Eph. 4: 
1-13). 











How do we work together in our local 
unions? 

How do we work together in moral] reform? 

How can we s*cure more co-operation? 


N HIS ess2y on “Amiel and Clough,” 

Richard Holt Hutton speaks of their 
unwillingness to be entangled in human 
association and relationship in the fear 
that this would interfere with their dis- 
tinction of personality. “Amiel,” says 
Hutton, “never did anything at all equal 
to his powers, through a jealous regard 
for his own intellectual independence. 
He could not bear to commit himself 
to any practical course which would 
mortgage, 2s it were, his intellectual 
freedom. ‘The life of thought alone,’ 
he wrote, ‘seems to me to have enough 
elasticity and immensity, to be free 
enough from the irreparable; practical 
life makes me afraid.’ And yet he knew 
that a certain amount of practical life 
was essential even to a true intellectual 
life, only he was anxious to reduce that 
practical life to a minimum, in order 
that the intellectual life might remain 
as free as possible. Clough, too, had the 
greatest distrust of the practical ties 
into which he felt that the tenderness of 
his nature would bring him. . . . The 
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and for doctors and | 
nurses caring for the sick and wounded; | 
Pray | 
that this great gaping wound in the | 


difference between the two men’s views 
was in substance this: Amiel rather 
condemned himself for his fastidious 
assertion of intellectual freedom, and 
held that had his character been 
stronger, he would have embarked more 
boldly on practical life, and would have 
made a better use of his talents in con- 
sequence; Clough, on the contra 
rather condemned himself for the weak- 
mss which allowed him to drift into the 
closer human ties.” 


The incarnation of our Lord Jesus 
Christ represents the exactly opposite 
preaset, This was God’s coming into 

aman flesh, taking upon himself our 
human nature in order to get close to 
us, to give himself to us, to save us. 
Amiel and Clough avoided human rela- 
tionships in order to save themselves. 
God took on human relationships in 
order to save others, 


Amiel avoided human relationships 
because he was afraid of responsibility. 
He might make mistakes in‘ his choices 
or in his action in connection with 
others. And so to keep his freedom and 
his peace of mind he avoided human 
fellowship and co-operation. “But the 
truth is,” says Mr. Hutton, “that those 
relations which are not all that we de- 
sire them to be in human life, which are 
not ideal relations, are of the very es- 
sence of the discipline of the will and 
of the affections, and no man ever yet 
escaped them without escaping one of 
the most useful experiences of life. 
Amiel, like Clough, was far too much 
afraid of hampering the free play of his 
intellect. No man ever yet did a great 
work for the world, without hampering 
the free play of his intellect. And yet 
it is no paradox to say that no man ever 
yet had the highest command of his in- 
tellect who had not times without num- 
ber hampered i's free play, in order 
that he might enter the more deeply into 
fee deeper relations of the human 

eart.” 


ye 
No.working together is perfect. It is 
sure to involve disappointments and fail- 
ures and mistakes. But it is the only 
way we can get things done. Even the 


| work which the solitary dream of doing 
| is work for society. Why do Amiel and 


Clough write except that they want to 
enter into human relationships and “to 
influence life? 


How .can working together be made 
as happy and as efficient as possible? 
By eliminating pride and self-seeking. 
When we seek only the good of others 
and seek nothing for ourselves we are 


| not likely.to meet with any inconsolable 


disappointments. By not expecting too 
much of others and by learning to smile 
to ourselves without malice or wrath 
when we see weaknesses in others. By 
not being too rigid and insistent. We 
need to remember how patient God is. 
God knows what is right and best and 
he never compromises, but he has waited 
a long time for many things and seems 
willing to wait as long as may be nec- 
essary. If we will be like him we shall 
have less trouble. 


And yet we are meant to press stead- 
ily for what we see to be right. And we 
need some agreement—for how can two 
walk together otherwise? But the 
agreement need not be more than just 
one thing, Christ. “Except in opinion 
not disagreeing,” said Carlyle of Ster- 
ling and himself. 


New York Criry. 


(Lesson fer Sept 9) 
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Adaptability and Speed 
on All Kinds of Work 


Modern business demands typewriting, 
not only for correspondence, but for 
more complex work — billing, stencil 
writing, check writing, tabulating, label 
writing, card index-work, filling in ruled 
forms. 

The ‘‘Silent'’ models of the L. C. 
Smith & Bros, typewriter, called ‘‘si- 
lent'’ because of the extremely small 
amount of noise in their operation, pro- 
vide for this wide variety. 

The quickly interchangeable platen, 
the variable line spacer and the decimal 
tabulator make possible a great variety 
of work on one machine. The speed of 
all these operations is only limited by 
the speed of the operator. 

More information is given in our 
handsomel illustrated catalog, which 
is free for the asking. 


L. C. Smith & Bros. Typewriter Company 
Factory and Home Office : Syracuse, N. Y. 
Branches in all Principal Cities 











FOR SALE 


at low price and on easy terms, a 


$5,000 Pipe Organ 


used for about one year for exhibition pur- 

poses. Writeusforpicture and specifications. 
HOOK & ‘COMPANY 

Main Office & Works, Kendal Green, Mass. 
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WHEN A NAIL WONT O¢ 


Out-of-the-Ordinary 


We are crediting the success of our Music esse | 
to the fact that we are oblabing music tor thost 
Schools, Churches and Choirs that are discriminating 
in their tastes. We are putting the *‘ tone” in Sun- 
day Scheol music. Make us prove this when you next 
need anything. 
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East Northfield, Mass. 
Valley, 


Modern Con 


Autumn reds and delicate browns make the Mountains about Northfield 
the Conpeatent Valle Gm ee beautiful during September and October. You 
heanaliiee and comfortable accommodations awaiting you at 


THE NORTHFIELD 


One may enjoy his Fall vacation in the quiet, peaceful Connecticut 
motor over beautifyl State Highways, tramp through the 
forests, or enjoy Tennis, Baseball, 


cy, 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR 


or GOLF on our ewn grounds. 
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